
Game Trail Wildfire Fuel-Break Update and Volunteers Request 
 
Are you concerned about wildfire risk and glad there is now a substantial fuel-break on 
the western half of Game Trail? 
 
Do you love a healthy forest and appreciate any steps taken to improve tree health and 
wildlife habitat? 
 
Are you looking for free or low-cost firewood? 
 
Would you like Game Trail to be awarded even more wildfire mitigation and forest 
health grants? 
 
Do you value an active community where owners participate / invest in making the 
neighborhood better? 
 
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, the Forestry Committee is requesting 
your help! 
 
 
Two years ago, the Forestry Committee partnered with Adventure Unlimited Ranches 
(our north-boundary neighbor) on a grant to create a wildfire fuel-break in Game Trail’s 
20-acre open space on GT’s western boundary and AU’s western and southern 
boundaries.  The tree-removal portion of that project is complete, and now it’s time to 
clean-up the remaining slash/debris and rehab the areas impacted by the heavy 
equipment. 
 
Game Trail is committed to 300 volunteer hours as our in-kind contribution to the 
grant.  The total value of the project is $200,000, so for 300 volunteer hours, Game Trail 
is getting a true bargain! 
 
 
 
How can you help? 
To begin, we need volunteers for the following tasks: 
 
+ Pick-up 3”-5” diameter, short logs that are perfect for firewood, and load them in a 
compact tractor’s hauling box or in an ATV’s utility trailer; 
 
+ Saw small diameter logs that are stacked in slash piles into 30” lengths that can be 
loaded and hauled out. 
 
 
Our goal is to take advantage of the usable firewood, and to make the slash piles more 
manageable for future burning by the Colorado Firecamp.  Forestry Committee member 
Dana Braatz, will be using his compact tractor with a custom-made hauling box, while 



Forestry Committee members Todd and Kari Allen and Chip and Judy Wait will be using 
their ATVs with a small trailer to haul the usable firewood to the cul-de-sac at the turn 
on National Forest Drive. Once the wood is in the cul-de-sac, it can be loaded into 
individual’s trailers or trucks for personal use. 
 
Because the haul-out path is an old ranch road (not the GT easement) on the Allen’s 
private property, Dana’s tractor and the Allen’s and Wait’s ATVs are the only vehicles 
allowed on this project.  All other modes for transport must be on foot, and access must 
be through the GT easement between the Allen’s and Wait’s properties. 
 
+ At a later date, we’ll need volunteers to help rehab areas impacted by heavy 
equipment and some grass reseeding. 
 
 
When can you help? 
To begin, you may volunteer on any of the following days/shifts, and you can sign up for 
multiple sessions!  We are only scheduling AM shifts to take advantage of higher 
humidity, cooler temperatures, and calmer winds.  Work will be suspended whenever 
the extreme fire danger rating is in effect for Buena Vista. 
 
There will be two, 2-hour shifts each day. 
 
8:00 - 10:00 AM – We need 2 sawyers and 6 helping hands 
10:00 - 12:00 noon – We need 2 sawyers and 6 helping hands 
 
 
Week #1 
 
August 23, Tuesday 
 
August 25, Thursday 
 
August 27, Saturday 
 
 
 
Week #2 
 
August 30, Tuesday 
 
September 1, Thursday 

Week #3 
 
September 13, Tuesday 
 
September 15, Thursday 
 
September 17, Saturday 
 
 
Week #4 
 
September 29, Thursday 
 
October 1, Saturday 

 
 
What is required of you to help? 
 
Personal safety is our primary concern. This is a different environment than working on 



our individual properties.  No one will be scheduled to work alone. A Forestry 
Committee member will be teamed-up with, and lead, 2-3 volunteers each. 
 
+ Everyone will need to sign the attached release of liability form. 
 
+ Everyone should wear work boots/shoes, gloves, eye protection, hat, bug repellant, 
sunscreen, etc. 
 
+ Everyone should bring 2 quarts of drinking water. 
 
+ If you are working slash, a long-handled shovel and garden rake will be helpful. 
 
+ If you volunteer to operate a chain saw, in addition to the appropriate clothing 
mentioned above, you must have your own chainsaw and be skilled in using it, a 
functional spark arrestor, personal fire extinguisher within reach, chain saw chaps, and 
hearing protection.  Bring your chain file with you. The firewood and branches that we 
will be cutting have been pushed, pulled, and dragged through dirt before being dumped 
in the large slash piles. 
 
All work must be done under the approval and supervision of the Forestry 
Committee.  No work can be done outside of the Forestry Committee’s schedule. 
 
 
Want to know more about free or low-cost firewood? 
 
+ If you volunteer and help with this project, ½ cord of firewood is available to you for 
FREE for each session you work. 
 
+ If you do not volunteer, you may purchase ½ cord of wood for $50.  You’ll still need to 
load it onto your trailer or truck from the cul-de-sac.  Money raised will go towards the 
maintenance and fuel costs for the compact tractor and ATVs. 
 
+ No one may take firewood from the cul-de-sac unless they have worked on this 
project or paid the required $50 per ½ cord. 
 
+ No one will be allowed to take firewood from the 20-acre open space outside of this 
project. 
 
+ If you are interested in purchasing firewood, contact Kari Allen 
at kariallenbv@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
How do you volunteer? 
 
+ To volunteer, contact Dana Braatz by email at djbraatz@gmail.com or by phone at 



719-323-8160.  Include the date(s) and shift(s) you’d like to work, and the type of 
activity you’d like to do. 
 
+ If possible, sign, scan and email your release of liability form when you contact 
Dana.  If not, bring your signed form to your first work session.  No one will be allowed 
to volunteer without signing the release. 
 
 
If you have questions, please contact me.  Otherwise, we look forward to your help and 
to finalizing this important phase of the 20-acre open space fuel-break project! 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kari Allen – Forestry Committee Volunteer 
 
720-849-6021 
 
	


