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 As the new President 
of the Game Trail Associ-
ation (GTA), I am looking 
forward to serving in that 
capacity and to working 
with the very capable 
new Board of Directors 
(BOD): Joe Redetzke, 
Vice-President; Annette 
Dickinson, Treasurer; 
Judy Ezell, Secretary; 
and George Janik, Assis-
tant Treasurer. 

 Having been Treas-
urer of the BOD the last 
two years, I had the 
pleasure of working with 
Cal Banning, who has 
been our President for 
the last year and a half.  
Cal set a high standard, 
and I will do my best to 
continue that high level 
of service for Game Trail. 

 The new Board will 
remain focused on the 
issues that are important 
to residents and property 
owners: 

 Safety 

 High financial stand-
ards 

 Maintaining our water 
system 

 Maintaining our archi-
tectural standards 

 Maintenance of com-
mon areas 

 Protecting our trees 

 Continued work on 
drainage improve-
ments 

 

 We had a great pic-
nic and annual meeting.  
A special thanks to all 
the volunteers who made 
the event a success by 
cooking the pig, prepar-
ing food, setting up and 
taking down tents, tables 
and chairs, organizing 
home tours, and perform-
ing many other tasks. 

 Something that has 
come to my attention is 
the need to improve our 
delivery of the annual 
meeting and picnic infor-
mation packets.  Some 
residents informed me 
that they were left con-
fused or did not receive 
the information at all.   

 Additionally, our 
packets were mailed with 
little time to respond, and 
many who received the 
information by email 
were expecting to be 

sent the packets by mail 
also, which was not the 
case.  Note, this was the 
result of many separate 
issues and not the fault 
of any one person. 

 Two issues stand 
out.  One, many resi-
dents received little or no 
notice for the date of the 
meeting and picnic.  
Two, we barely received 
a quorum (20% of lot 
owners) on the voting for 
the new BOD.  If we do 
not receive a quorum, 
the new board members 
are not elected and we 
have to go through the 
time and expense to 
have a new election. 

 The Board will be 
focused on improving 
when and how we com-
municate the annual 
meeting to ensure that 
everyone receives timely 
notice and is reminded 
about the importance of 
voting.  And, please 
note, the Annual Meet-
ing and Picnic are al-
ways on the Saturday 

following Labor Day. 

 If anyone has con-
cerns or needs infor-
mation, my telephone 
numbers and email ad-
dress are listed in the 
Game Trail Directory, 
and I am always recep-
tive to having personal 
discussions.  

Don Caskey, President 

Board Focused on Property Owners’ Priorities  
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 Dave Nelson was honored at 
the Annual Game Trail Associa-
tion meeting with the Ken Siefken 
Volunteer-of-the Year Award.  
Since moving here in 2007, Dave 
has continuously been active on 
the Architectural Control Commit-
tee and on other efforts that ben-
efit our neighborhood.  

 In addition to being Co-Chair 
of the Architectural Control Com-
mittee, Dave has most recently 

designed an enclosure for water 
well C and led the Road Mainte-
nance Sub-Committee that ad-
dressed weather-related chal-
lenges on our roads.  

 Because this is the Game 
Trail Association's most prestig-
ious award, make sure you con-
gratulate Dave for this well-
deserved recognition the next 
time you see him. 
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Cal Banning, Past Board President 

Dave Nelson Named Volunteer of the Year 

Walt Lafford, Water Committee 

Maintenance, Inspections and Data Reviews Keep Water Committee Busy 
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 2016 has been a busy year for 
your Water Committee. We had to 
replace worn out pumps on two wells 
and restore a retired well to service. 
We also completed a state-required 
water tank inspection and cleaning, 
which was accomplished without tak-
ing any areas out of service for even 
a minute.  

 We also lost one of our long-time 
member, Mike Backsen, to his strug-
gle with ALS. We have taken on two 
new members to help with our daily 
work, Todd Gilmer and Bob Pierron. 
It is certainly wonderful that we live in 
such a great community that folks 
will step up to help in such an im-
portant function. 

 As I mentioned, we restored an 
old well to service that had been re-
tired in 2012 because it had become 
too expensive to continue its opera-
tion. This became a reality thanks to 
the hard work of our new member 
Todd, who brought his vast experi-
ence in the field of water and wells to 
bear on the task.  

 We found a well driller capable of 
removing a large amount of sand 
from the bottom of this 600-foot-deep 
well restoring it to its original produc-
tion, thus staying any requirement for 
a new well a bit into the future.  

 In 2017 we hope to perform the 
same cleaning on another well to 

increase its life and production. 
These two wells are almost 40 years 
old and near their normal life expec-
tancy, so our hope is to get at least 
another 5-10 years of production 
from them. 

 I have heard a few comments on 
the taste of chlorine in our water re-
cently. The State of Colorado did 
require all public water systems to 
increase the amount of chlorine add-
ed to the water.  

 Because the increase was by a 
factor of 2 in our case, it may be pos-
sible to detect chlorine. If this is a 
concern for you, simply draw a pitch-
er of water and allow it to stand for a 
few hours and the chlorine will evap-
orate from the water. 

 We received very positive re-
sponse from the water-usage data 
we sent out to all full-time residents 
this past summer. I think it has had a 
positive impact on our water usage 
as many folks have taken action to 
control their water usage. We will 
again send the data out for 2016, 
probably in January, using email 
whenever possible.  

 Some folks have asked how to 
read their meters. To read the meter 
you only need a flashlight. Shine the 
light into the meter face and the dis-
play will turn on. After a short while 
the meter will show the total number 

of gallons used. If any water is flow-
ing, it will alternately show the rate of 
flow. The display reads in hun-
dredths of a gallon, so it will sense 
very small flows. The display will turn 
off after a short time to preserve the 
battery's life. 
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 Prior to this year’s Annual Meeting residents had a 
chance to view three newly constructed homes as part of 
the annual home tour.  This year’s tour presented a variety 
of settings from a heavily wooded slope to the meadow.   

 New residents Rory and Joan Loebig’s home is on Co-
lumbia Point.  Their home is well insulated with ICF and 
includes 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths with an open concept. 

 Also new to Game Trail, John Hulkonen and Cory 
Franklin opened their Northwoods Circle home for the tour.  
John and Cory also have an open concept home all on one 
level with 3 beds and 2 baths. 

 Richard and Rita Kiteley are the proud owners of the 
third home on this year’s tour.  Richard and Rita live on Elk 
Corridor in their new passive solar 3 bed and 3 bath home 
that Richard designed and built. 

 THANK YOU to all three couples for allowing their fel-
low Game Trail residents to tour their lovely homes! 

Home Tour Committee 

Home Tour Features Three New Game Trail Residences 

Richard and Rita Kiteley’s home on Elk Corridor Rory and Joan Loebig’s home on Columbia Point 

John Hulkonen’s and Corey Franklin’s home on Northwoods Circle 

Jan Johnson,  

Administrative Assistant 

Financial Review Available 

 It has come to our attention that 
some members did not receive the 
packet for the annual meeting. We 
regret that this happened.  

 If you would like a copy of the 
packet, which includes the financial 
review, please contact Jan Johnson, 
GTA Financial and Administrative As-
sistant, at janlmenj2014@gmail.com.  

Kari Allen, Communications Committee 

Stay Informed!  Residents Encouraged to 
Sign Up for Game Trail Email Options 

We are encouraging all who can to sign up for Game Trail in-
formation via email.  When you do, you can receive any or all of 
the following via email:  the newsletter, Board alerts, Board notic-
es, volunteer requests, annual dues notices, and directory up-
dates.   

If you have been intending to sign up, but haven’t yet had the 
chance, go to http://www.gametrailassn.org/forms.php and click on 

the “email preferences” link to access the “Sign Up/Discontinue 

Game Trail Email Alerts and News” form.  Also, if your email address 
has changed, please update it using this same form. 

mailto:janlmenj2014@gmail.com
http://www.gametrailassn.org/forms.php


 

 

PO Box 4110 

Buena Vista, C0 81211 

Game Trail Association 
gametrailassn.org  
Jan Johnson, Financial/
Administrative Assistant 
janlmenj2014@gmail.com  

GTAadmin@gametrailassn.org 

719-395-2742 

Game Trail Tails 
Kari Allen, Editor 

newsletter@gametrailassn.org 

Larry Gleeson, Proofreader 

Game Trail 
Association 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Please bookmark 

our website! 

gametrailassn.org 

 At the annual meeting, Damon 
Lange, Salida District Forester for 
the Colorado State Forest Service 
and wildland firefighter for over 25 
years, addressed preparing our prop-
erties for potential wildfire.  

 Damon reviewed the “Game Trail 
Home Wildfire Risk Ratings” map, 
which was developed by the State 
Foresters to evaluate each Game 
Trail property with a home on it. This 
was completed last winter at the re-
quest of Chaffee County Fire Depart-
ment to provide our firefighters with 
current knowledge of the area and 
risks involved on each property.   

 This map and rating key are 
available on the Game Trail website 
on the Forestry Committee page 
http://www.gametrailassn.org/
ForestryCmt.php.  The committee 
webpage also has other useful infor-
mation about forest health and wild-
fire mitigation. 

 Suggestions that can easily be 
addressed by homeowners include: 

· Home address should be easily 
visible at night on a sign with 
large reflective numbers by the 
driveway entrance. (These signs 
can be obtained for a $10 fee at 
the Chaffee County Fire Depart-
ment office at 499 Antero Circle, 
Buena Vista.) 

· Combustibles such as wood piles, 
stored lumber, dried leaves and 
pine needles ought to be kept at 
least 30 feet away from decking 
and the side of  the building.  
Nothing combustible should be 
stored under decks or accumu-
lated in gutters. 

· Maintain a defensible space of at 
least 30 feet around each struc-
ture where trees and vegetation 
are cleared.       

· Driveway ought to be wide and 
clear of trees, branches, other 
combustibles and clutter, includ-
ing vehicles. Make access easy 
and safe for large emergency 
vehicles. (Preferred more than 

one point to enter/exit property, 
also adequate turnaround 
space.) 

· Use only non-combustible building 
materials. 

 Damon offered to provide a state 
forester during the fall and winter 
months to review your home with you 
individually.  (They are busy in the 
summer fire season.) He also is will-
ing to update the map as homeown-
ers make significant progress. Da-
mon can be reached at the Colorado 
State Forest Service: 719-539-2579. 

 The Game Trail Forestry Com-
mittee continues to be available to 
discuss tree health and give approval 
for tree removal for fire mitigation 
and forest health. Contact any mem-
ber listed on the committee's 
webpage.   

 The borrow pit (for slash dispos-
al) closes October 31.  Enjoy this 
beautiful fall weather while preparing 
your lot!    

Judy Wait, Forestry Committee 

Wildfire Mitigation and Forest Health Remain Focus for Forestry Committee 
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