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Greetings, Fellow Game Trail Owners!
I hope you are all are having a great winter. We have
not had a lot of snow this year, but hopefully, we have had
enough to let our skiers get out for a few runs.
By now, I am sure that our
winter residents have seen the new blue dumpsters in the
trash area. The Game Trail Board terminated our trash removal contract with Waste Management and entered into a
new contract with Chaffee County Waste. This move will
save Game Trail substantial money and should result in a
higher level of service.
For 2012, the Board has increased our road maintenance budget from $40,000 to $55,000.
This will enable us to improve road grading and to continue
our efforts to minimize dust and wash boarding. Keep in mind,
however, that the best way to minimize dust and wash boarding is to SLOW DOWN!
Game Trail has a new website! All
owners are urged to check out our new Game Trail website,
which was prepared by Christine DeChristopher and her team.
For more information, see Chris’s article in this newsletter.
I offer my continued thanks to the scores of volunteers who
help to make Game Trail a great place to live.
I hope you are all looking forward to an exciting summer here in Game Trail.

UPDATE YOUR CALENDARS
Ice Cream Social: Sunday, July 15th, 3:00-5:00 at Mail Center
Annual Picnic: Saturday, September 8th, 1:30-4:30, Commons
Area Behind Mail Center
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Communications Committee Update

Game Trail
Committee Chairs

The last six months have been full of activity and changes for the
Communications Committee. After many years of volunteer service as a
Board member, committee chair and backup webmaster, Bill Hicks
transferred the committee chairmanship to me last December so he could
spend more time in leisure activities. Kathy Matre is preparing her last
newsletter after several years of meticulous reporting, editing and picture taking. Kari Allen will be taking on the newsletter editor position.
We will be publishing three newsletters this year. This is the March edition. Next is the July edition, followed by the October edition.

Architectural Control
Committee
Dave Nelson

By Christine DeChristopher, Communications Committee Chair

Commons
Committee
Wayne Eisenbrandt

Communications
Committee
Christine DeChristopher

New Website Design
Six years ago Karen Hicks took on the monumental task of redesigning the
original Game Trail Association website using the very technical Dreamweaver software. Since then she has maintained the website with changes and updates. Now that website design tools are widely available for technical dummies, it was a good time to look at redesigning the website with software that
would be more friendly to those less technical than Karen. Looking around
for a suitable guinea pig to test the alternative design software, Karen passed
that torch to me. See Website article on page 4 for more information.

Block Captains
Brenda Hooper
&
Barb Peterson
Finance & Audit
Committee
Bill Waldorf
Forestry
Committee
Rick Caissie

Open Positions on Committee
The Communications Committee has several open positions in need of volunteers. Although the newsletter editor prepares the newsletter for printing, it is easier if a Newsletter
Publisher takes care of printing and mailing the newsletter. The best way
is to call a Communications mailing party. People will do anything for a
little food, beverage, and good company. The Newsletter Publisher position is still open.

Nominating
Committee
Ann Jackson
Water
Committee
Walt Lafford

The Communications Committee has many different roles and responsibilities. One of those roles is to assist the Board of Directors with the Annual meeting. Generally this boils down to helping the Board with
the PowerPoint presentation. The work occurs in July and August.
If someone has a passion for PowerPoint, we could use an Annual
Meeting Coordinator.
Another open position is that of Directory Manager. This position is responsible for maintaining and publishing the Game Trail Directory. Bill Hicks performed this task in the past and turned it over to me. I would like to find a volunteer with
computer skills to take on this position.

Game Trail Tails
Editor
Kathy Matre
Proofreader
Larry Gleeson

Now that the new website design is launched, we are in need of a new Webmaster. The new
design uses software that does not require knowledge of HTML. The technical stuff is behind the
scenes. If you are interested in Game Trail activities, the webmaster has to keep his or her finger
on the pulse to be sure accurate information is provided in a timely manner. If you are itching to
learn more about websites, or have your own ideas about what it should look like or contain, you
are a good candidate for the position.
Anyone interested in these positions, or just wanting more information should contact me at 395-8101.
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Architectural Control Committee
By Dave Nelson, ACC Chair

The Game Trail Board and Architectural Control Committee (ACC) enthusiastically support the
use of renewable energy solutions in our community. We understand that renewable energy solutions
represent an important part of our energy future. These devices might include solar hot water panels
and or solar electric panels. We currently have free-standing solar hot water and solar electric devices, as well as, architecturally integrated roof-mounted solutions.
The goal of the ACC is to help homeowners minimize the visual impact of any renewable device on the adjacent
neighbors and community. This is in keeping with our Architectural Control Policy documents, which are based on the
careful integration of any structure into our unique natural setting. ACC members have worked with many homeowners
in Game Trail in order to find solutions that are both sustainable and aesthetically pleasing. We believe that a welldesigned, integrated solution can positively impact the value of the home and community.
In some instances, a new or existing home may not have an ideal roof design for the placement of renewable devices. For example, the orientation of the roof may be east and west, where southern exposures
are usually preferred. However, a well-designed system placed on east-facing or west-facing
roofs can still be quite effective with only a minor reduction in productivity. While freestanding fixed and tracking systems can be the most efficient, they are also often more difficult
to locate because they have the potential to impact a neighbor’s view. There are a lot of resources on line, so get informed because there may be more options than you think.

Just like other changes to the exterior of a home, Game Trail homeowners must submit an application for approval to
the ACC prior to installing a renewable energy device. Most contractors in our area are aware of this,
but some might need a reminder. So if you are interested in installing renewable energy and have some
design ideas, contact the ACC as early as you can. Working with homeowners is what we do and we
enjoy the process!

ACC PERMITS AND APPROVAL REQUIRED FOR
ANY EXTERIOR CHANGES

If you are thinking of adding on or making any type of changes to the outside of your property, such as changing your exterior color, new roofing, or installing any type of renewable energy device, such as solar electric panels on an existing or a new
free-standing structure, remember that you need the approval of the Architectural Control Committee (ACC). Application forms
for any exterior changes are available at the Game Trail office or can be downloaded from the website at gametrailassn.org. If
you have any questions about additions or changes to the outside of your property, you can contact the ACC by clicking on the
Contact Us button on the website or just call the Game Trail office and a member of the ACC will return your call. Some examples of changes requiring approval include, but are not limited to:
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Exterior color change
New exterior lighting fixtures
New roofing, windows, siding, or trim
Any remodeling of the exterior of the home
Paving of a driveway and/or parking pad
Renewable energy devices, such as solar electric panels
Construction of a dog run, attached and detached garage, or gate
Installation of a fence (excludes snow fences - see gametrailassn.org - Architectural Control: September 10, 2011
Revised ACC Guideline Changes – Snow Fences)

We hope this refresher course has been helpful. Remember that many of your fellow neighbors are very generous with their
talent and skills and give countless volunteer hours so that Game Trail will continue to remain the thriving community that it has
become.
Your Board of Directors
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New Game Trail Website Design

By Christine DeChristopher, Communications Committee Chair
It has been six years since Karen Hicks
redesigned the Game Trail Association

website. During that time use of the
internet has increased, expectations
have changed, and less technical design software has become widely available. Put it all together and it seemed
as though it was time to examine our
website and make some changes.

The main goal of the website is to provide information
to the members, but also the website provides information
to prospective members and real estate agents. It has the
potential to be the place members look for news alerts and
information with a short-time horizon, as when the electric company will be working in Game Trail and might
shut off power in some areas. It should also be the place
members look when they need to contact someone on the
Board or a Committee Chair or want to know when the
office is open.
The new web design is very basic. It uses a template
that any non-technical person can use
if they have a little bit of perseverance
and are willing to learn through some
trial and error. That means we do not
have all the bells and whistles you see
on websites like HGTV or Yahoo,
which are maintained by scores of technicians. Our new
website is one that can be updated and maintained easily
by volunteers like you and me.

A new addition is that each Board member and Committee Chair has a Game Trail email address for his or her
position. These will not change as the Board and Committee Chairs evolve, but can be auto-forwarded to a personal
email. This allows members to send emails directly to
Board members with issues and concerns, which should
provide for better and more timely communication.

The website is still a great place for
good pictures of Game Trail and now you
can email them directly to the webmaster
from the site. Don’t forget to check out
the new pictures.

In this day of Craig’s List, the classified ad section is gone. For a list of area businesses, a link
to the Chamber of Commerce is included.
Over the last two years, the forum was seldom used and
has been eliminated. The use of the direct emails to Board
members and committee chairs should increase communication and facilitate addressing any new issues that may
arise in the future. Should there be a time when there is an
important matter to be discussed among members, the
website has the ability to add a blog section. The blog
section seems best used when there is a specific topic that
members want to discuss before voting, such as when the
outside water issue was being addressed.
Please take some time to look at the
new website, www.gametrailassn.org.
Feel free to send your comments to the
webmaster@gametrailassn.org
email
listed on the Contact Us page. Remember, this is a work in progress and is for
members to use. That means your needs
and likes are important. Unfortunately,
my mindreading skills are pretty weak, so your input
helps. Change can be difficult, but give it a chance; it is
inevitable.

Commons Committee Update

By Wayne Eisenbrandt, Commons Committee Chair
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped resurrect our entrance fence which had blown over during the November
wind storm. It is hard to believe that it even blew down. Finding volunteers is never a problem in this great community!
For those of you who use our dumpster area, you may have noticed that we have switched to a local waste
removal company. This change in vendors will save us a considerable amount of money while we will still
receive the same service. So far the change seems to have gone smoothly.
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Forestry Committee Update

By Rick Caissie, Forestry Committee Chair
The Game Trail Forestry Committee just selected a new chairman, Rick Caissie. Rick
is a retired forester with over 35 years’ experience with the US Forest Service, mostly in
Colorado. Much of his experience involved dealing with mountain pine beetle infestations
in Grand County and near Yellowstone National Park, so his experience should be a benefit to Game Trail.

The Forestry Committee is deemphasizing mountain pine beetle control and emphasizing hazardous fuels reduction in 2012.
The mountain pine beetle population is currently at an endemic level in
Chaffee County. That means it is at a “normal” level and not at an epidemic level. At this population level, it
would not be unusual to find a beetle-infested tree or two within or near Game Trail, as beetles are a natural part
of lodgepole and ponderosa pine forests, but it also would not be unusual for there to be no infested trees in the
area.
Mountain pine beetle populations are still at epidemic levels in the Front Range forests, but their populations
have dramatically dropped in nearby forests. As an example, acres affected by beetles in Lake County dropped
by 90 percent from 2010 to 2011. This may be a result of our recent wet winters and springs, as trees were
healthy and probably able to fight off the beetles when attacked. In addition, many areas, such as Grand and
Summit counties, have already lost most of their larger lodgepole pines so the beetle has nowhere to go.
Usually, when mountain pine beetles are at an endemic-population level, the beetles only attack trees that are
already weak from some other factor such as rot, excessive mistletoe, or physical damage. It is also usual for several generations of beetles to live within the tree at the same time, with the tree living for several years before dying after first being infested.
Currently the “experts” are not recommending that trees in Chaffee County be sprayed to prevent attack by mountain pine
beetles because beetle populations are so low. Because of this, the Forestry Committee will not recommend that residents
spray. But that does not mean that a particular tree that a landowner values would not get hit, so some residents might want
to continue spraying at least their most valuable trees to protect their investment. Some committee members will spray at
least some of their most valuable trees.
We still need to be aware that beetle populations may increase with little warning, especially if our dry conditions and warm
winters persist. Because of this, Game Trail residents should be vigilant and be on the watch for new beetle activity in the
area. Also be on the lookout for insect activity in Douglas-fir. If you notice any beetle-infested trees, or have questions,
please contact a member of the Forestry Committee.
Now, though, would be a good time to look around home and evaluate your lot in the event of a wildland fire. Have hazardous fuels been removed from the vicinity of your home? Are ladder fuels
eliminated? Is the woodpile far enough from the house? Are the gutters clear of
pine needles and other debris? Is there debris under decks and stairs? If you have
questions, or want some assistance in evaluating your home for fire readiness,
please contact a member of the Forestry Committee. We would love to assist
you.
Also, with our new ability to water outside, now might be a good time to plant
some trees around your house. Trees, besides being a valuable aesthetic addition
to a home, can also serve as wind, solar and sight protection, if proper care is taken in location selection.
Please contact any member of the Forestry Committee if you have any questions, such as what are the signs of “beetle activity”, or what are “ladder fuels.”
We would be glad to answer your questions.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Even though a lot of us have lived in Game Trail for many years, it never hurts to have a refresher course
on the high points of living in a mountain community maintained exclusively by home and lot owners. With the
current state of the economy, it’s nice to know that the GTA Board in conjunction with the advice and direction of
the Finance and Audit Committee, continues to keep our dues to a minimum while maintaining outstanding services and planning for future needs. Following are several key issues that we need to bear in mind in keeping with
the good-neighbor attitude that makes Game Trail an exceptional place to live. If you rent your property, be sure
to share these key issues with your renters so that they have a clear understanding of the community they are visiting for whatever period of time. For a more detailed explanation of Game Trail policies, rules and regulations, and
to read The Living in Game Trail pamphlet be sure to check out the website at www.gametrailassn.org.
•

OUTDOOR FIRES AND FIREWORKS are prohibited at any time in Game Trail for any reason,
whether it be burning slash or roasting marshmallows over a fire pit or in a chiminea. You may
barbeque on a gas grill. A charcoal grill is allowed provided there aren’t any county restrictions in
place. To avoid attracting bears, be sure to store your grill in a secure place.

•

OUTSIDE HOUSE/DRIVEWAY/POLE LIGHTS should not be used for continuous illumination
of your lot during the night. If you or your guests are coming and going during the night, be sure to
turn off your outside lights when you return home or your guests have left or are in for the evening.
That way everyone can enjoy viewing the night sky.

•

TAKE YOUR TRASH to the dumpsters located off Great Peaks Drive. You can recycle plastic,
glass, newspaper, aluminum and cardboard in the bins provided. Large items such as mattresses, discarded furniture, tires, etc. need to be taken to the Chaffee County Landfill south of Nathrop on Highway 285.

•

WATER in Game Trail comes from augmented wells that are closely controlled by the Colorado Water District. Although residents can now use water for outside purposes, this is limited to up to 2,939
gallons per lot annually during the period of April 1 through October 31. The approved uses of outside water can be found on the webpage by clicking on “Governing Documents” and then clicking
on “Rule and Regulation 2010-01 – Revised Outside Watering Policy.” Non-approved uses include watering any kind of lawn or storing water in an above-ground cistern.

•

PETS must be confined to your residence/lot and must be under your direct control at all times. There
are two dog corrals located by the dumpsters off Great Peaks Drive available for use on a first-come,
first-served basis with a one hour maximum time limit. Pets must be supervised at the corrals at all
times and dogs can run free in the corral area. All animal waste should be promptly cleaned up and
removed from the corrals.

•

WILD ANIMALS are not to be chased or harassed in any way. Feeding wildlife is not only illegal,
but causes them harm.

•

ALL MOTORIZED VEHICLES used on Game Trail roads must be operated only by licensed drivers at least sixteen years old. This applies to ATVs and all other off-road motorized vehicles. Vehicles are restricted to our roads and cannot be ridden on any common area or on any private property
except the owner’s driveway. Be considerate of your neighbors and ride responsibly so as not to create unnecessary dust and noise while out riding on our community roads. Keep in mind that excessive
speeds not only cause a washboard effect, but also further deteriorates the condition of our roads requiring additional and costly maintenance.
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ELK “BUGLINGS”
Meet the New Newsletter Editor

By Christine DeChristopher, Communications Committee Chair
First, I’d like to thank
Kathy Matre for serving as the Game Trail Tails Newsletter Editor for the last few years. Kathy has done a tremendous job organizing and creating the newsletter, and we are grateful for her work. The newsletter and Game Trail are better thanks to Kathy!
After this March issue, Kari Allen has agreed to take the baton from Kathy as Newsletter Editor. Larry Gleeson will continue
behind the scenes in his capacity of the past few years as Newsletter Proofreader.
Kari recently retired from the Aurora Public School District as the Chief Personnel Officer. She also worked as Director of Human Resources and as a high school principal and assistant principal. However, Kari began her career as an English and journalism
teacher, including serving as adviser to the student-published high school newspaper and yearbook. Consequently, the newsletter
editor position is a return to her roots.
Kari and her husband, Todd, moved full-time to their home on Timberline North last September. They are looking forward to
enjoying a variety of outdoor activities, meeting their neighbors, and having fun in retirement. They are also interested in being
involved in the Buena Vista and Game Trail communities. While Kari is taking on the newsletter, Todd has agreed to join the
Game Trail Architectural Control Committee. (You know what they say about getting them while they are hot!)
You might see Kari or Todd walking their large, rambunctious and friendly golden retriever, Champ. If so, stop
and introduce yourself!
You can email your thoughts and suggestions for the newsletter to Kari at newsletter@gametrailassn.org. We are
very happy to have Kari join us not only on the Communications Committee, but also in the Game Trail community.
Welcome and thank you for joining in to help make Game Trail a great place to live.

Big Winds in Game Trail

By Bill Hicks, Retiring Communications Committee Chair
In early November, the jet stream was centered over Colorado and there were high winds and damage across the
state. At the Monarch ski area, the winds topped out at 130 mph at which point the anemometer broke. There were
similar reports of over 100 mph in the mountains and foothills across the state. Game Trail was no exception.
The log fence on the north side of entrance to Game Trail was blown over. The large dumpster at the trash and recycling center was also blown over. A large tree was blown across the road on Trail's End. One unlucky property owner had a microburst of wind come over the ridge to the west of Game Trail and blew down over 50 trees on his property.
This included a tree that hit the house and broke a window. Some trees over 8 inches in diameter broke off near the
base. Other large trees were uprooted and blown over. Fortunately, these extreme winds were focused in a very small
area.
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Nominating Committee Update

By Ann Jackson, Nominating Committee Chair
It’s time again to begin thinking about nominations for the Game Trail Board of Directors. At this year’s annual meeting held in September, two vacancies will be filled.
Each vacancy requires a three-year term. The Nominating Committee, chaired by Ann
Jackson, will soon be considering candidates to fill these spots. In addition, information
will be provided to the owners detailing the procedure to nominate candidates. Watch
for the information and be thinking of qualified candidates who would be willing and
able to serve.

REMINDER
To those Game Trail members who use the dog corral: PLEASE
pick up after your dog (dogs) so that your neighbors can continue to
enjoy using the dog run facilities.

Game Trail Association Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9:00 AM to Noon, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
Additional times available by appointment. Call Chris Krocesky 395-4713.

