
On September 10, 2011, Game Trail As-
sociation held its 17th Annual Business 
Meeting at the Buena Vista Community 
Center.  Prior to the meeting, everyone 
enjoyed an hour socializing and consum-
ing a wonderful selection of refreshments 
and coffee.  Brenda Hooper again acted 
as MC for the meeting. 
 
 The guest speaker at the meeting was Randy Hancock from the Divi-
sion of Wildlife.  Randy gave a very informative and entertaining 
presentation about wildlife living in the Buena Vista and Game Trail 
area.  Please refer to the separate article " Our Wild Neighbors" in the 
ELK “BUGLINGS” section later in this newsletter for some interest-
ing information about our wild neighbors. 
 
During the more formal part of the meeting, Judy Curran was elected 
to fill the open board position created by the expiration Dean 
Harper’s term.  Jeff DeChristopher presented the Treasurer's Report.  
He noted that GTA has four reserve funds which have been set aside 
for the purposes of general operations, capital improvements, capital 
repair/replacement, and fire protection.  
The Board has set appropriate  targets for 
each of these funds to help us meet our 
future financial needs   At the conclusion 

of Jeff's comments, Larry King, our independent CPA, commented 
on the very good accounting controls that GTA has put in place. 
 
The meeting was concluded with the President Phil Strongin's re-

marks, which included a brief review of horses and the related insur-

ance considerations, on-going road maintenance experiments, and 

support for alternative energy and the associated architectural review 

requirements.   Phil also expressed his appreciation for the culture of 

volunteerism and for the many different skills the volunteers provide.  

He concluded his comments by awarding the recognition of service 

"elk-print" to retiring Board Member Dean Harper.  A Member Ques-

tion-and-Answer session concluded the 

meeting.      
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          At our annual membership meeting on September 10, I took over as President of Game 
Trail from Phil Strongin. 
  
     I stand in awe of Phil’s accomplishments over the past year.  As many of you know, Phil 
is the retired executive of a major agricultural firm, but he is also an incredible human being.  
Phil is a hunter (ducks mostly, elk maybe), a leader, and a true gentleman.  He also has be-
come my very good friend.  When I became President, I thought that, perhaps, I would miss 
his nearly daily telephone calls about Game Trail business and our discussions of life, the 
universe, and everything.   But, Phil will continue on the board and I plan on calling him for 
his experience, good sense, and goodwill.  Also, my profoundest thanks to Phil’s lovely wife 
Sara, who was a real trooper for putting up with us and for encouraging us. 
 
     In addition, I will miss Dean Harper, who is leaving the Board.  Dean is and will continue 
to be Game Trail’s institutional memory.  I have Dean’s assurances that I can call him any-
time.  Nobody, bar none, knows more about Game Trail than Dean.   
 
     I next want to thank our committees, without whose terrific work we would be a very dif-
ferent place to live.  
 
     This year the Board and I will continue to do our best to provide 
the same high level of service you have experienced in the past.   
 
     Lastly, thank you all for trusting me to be your President.  I will 
do my best to continue in the traditions of Phil and Dean. 

President’s Corner 
By John Hvizdos 
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 The Board honored Ken Siefken by establishing and presenting to 
Ken the “Ken Siefken Annual Volunteer of the Year Award.” This 
is a traveling trophy to promote volunteerism by thanking the year’s 
outstanding volunteer and remembering Ken’s name and spirit at 
the same time. The Board will select each year’s recipient based on 
his or her contribution to the community.  Each recipient will keep 
the Trophy for one year.  The Award was presented to Ken at the 
Ice Cream Social.      

Volunteer of the Year Award 
By Phil Strongin 

In a three-and-a-half-year effort, Ken was instrumental in successfully negotiating terms with 
Kelly Ranch (the provider of our augmentation rights for inside water use) to create a perpet-
ual operating agreement and to settle the pending water-court case. The Board passed a reso-
lution approving of these agreements last December. Ken also arranged for residents to utilize 
water for outside purposes in a separate agreement with the Upper Arkansas Water Conserv-
ancy District.  The State approved of this arrangement in January.  
 
 The Trophy was designed by, and manufactured under the supervision of, Jim Schomaker. A 
brass plate at the bottom of the Trophy will be engraved with each annual recipient’s name.   
 
Congratulations and our deepest thanks to Ken. 
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A number of questions have been raised about the rules for what can and can't be recycled.  The following is a short 
list of some of the commonly asked questions.  A complete list from Angel of Shavano Recycling of  acceptable 
recycling items is posted on the Game Trail web site at gametrailassn.org. 
 

PLASTICS:   Styrofoam is NOT recyclable 
 
CARDBOARD:   Waxy coated containers/milk cartons are NOT recyclable 
 
OFFICE PAPER:   Shredded paper should be bagged to keep from blowing away and to-go cups, 
    wax paper, tissue paper, photos are NOT recyclable 
 
GLASS:    Glass glasses, windows, fixture and decorations are NOT recyclable (only glass 
   bottles are accepted) 
 
ALUMINUM & TIN:  Materials that are not in can or container form (e.g. scrap metal, fencing, lawn 
   chairs, etc.) should NOT be placed in the bins because they take up too much 
   space.  Call Angel of Shavano at 207-1197 to make alternate arrangements. 
 
GENERAL:    Other than for bagging shredded paper, do NOT place any plastic bags in any bins 
   other than the plastic bin 
 
AND FINALLY:  If the bin is full, either place the materials in the trash dumpsters or come back 
   later.  Do NOT leave things on the ground as there is no one to pick them up and 
   no place to put them other than in the trash dumpsters. 
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The Ice Cream Social was a big success with 60-70 kids-at-heart in attendance.  Everyone ate their fill of chocolate and 
vanilla ice cream and rainbow sherbet with a choice of numerous toppings and desserts.  The mail center offered the 
perfect venue for a late afternoon of camaraderie.  Thanks to our hosts this year, Phil and Sara Strongin, for their ice 
cream donation. 

 
     What a pig out (pun intended) at the Annual Picnic!  Everyone enjoyed generous portions of the pig roasted by our 
very own Trail Men Grillers and the delicious bean, macaroni salad, and coleslaw sides, as well as the scrumptious 
sheet cakes made by Myra Gonzales.  Who could have asked for a better day of companionship and good eats?  Even 
the weather cooperated.  Although I didn’t think it was possible to top last year, we certainly did and everybody really 
appreciated the fact that it was a free event again this year thanks to the action of our GTA Board, which voted once 
more to finance the picnic.   
 
     A big thank you to Jack Peterson, Butch Hooper, Wayne Eisenbrandt, Dave Holmlund, Bill Regan, Fred Balmos and 
Doug Seewoester for spending the night roasting the pig and carving it up the next day.  A very special thanks to Dave 
Holmlund for all he did behind the scenes in making sure there were containers for trash and hauling them away to the 
trash/recyce center after the picnic and for providing what was needed to cook, serve, and clean up.  Thanks also to Ma-
ria Cesario, Gene Gonzales, Myra Gonzales, John Gladden, Barbara Peterson, John Snodgrass, Sara Strongin, Arlene 
Waldorf, and Bill Waldorf, who frantically dished out all the food to the 120+ homeowners in attendance.  I would be 
remiss without also thanking the other members of the Social Committee, Kathy Black for serving up the drinks and 
keeping the snack table full, Roxie Baber, Bert Baber, and Lin Plumb for hosting the greeting table, collecting the dona-
tions for the Mission and handing out the directories, and all the members including, Sharon Martinez and Bob Mar-
tinez, for their help in planning, organizing and providing everything needed to make the 2011 Annual Picnic a roaring 
success.   
 
     Remaining on the Social Committee for next year are Roxie Baber, Bert Baber, Barbara Deur, Lin Plumb, and Bill 
Waldorf.  If anyone is interested in serving on this committee as either a member or as chairperson, please contact any 
of the individuals remaining on the committee.  They are all listed in the 2011 GTA Community Directory. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE HAPPENINGS 
By Judy Curran Retiring Committee Chair 
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This summer, the Forestry Committee 
volunteers have been offering on-site 
lot evaluations, providing suggestions 
for forest health and fire mitigation. 
Half a dozen out-of -town home and lot 
owners took advantage of this service 
while they were here for the annual 
meeting.  If you have not yet taken ad-
vantage of this opportunity to have 
your personal questions answered by a 

neighbor while walking your lot, please contact Judy Wait 
or any member of the Forestry Committee.  We are eager 
to share what we have learned to make this area safer from 
fire and promote forest health. 
 
     Thank you to those who have 
been working at removing mistle-
toe and thinning over-crowded 
stands of trees.  From the look of 
the slash piled in our borrow pit, 
folks have been busy making their 
property healthier and safer.  We 
all benefit from your continued 
effort.   The borrow pit closes No-
vember 1st.  After that time, trimmed branches can be left 
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on the ground for wildlife to feed on during the winter.  
Deer enjoy munching on mistletoe.  If it is not icy, winter 
can be a good time for trimming as there is no danger of 
beetles.   The drier (and lighter) slash can be taken to the 
pit when it reopens in the spring.  
 
     Unmaintained areas accumulate fire ladders, dead trees, 
fallen trees, large branches on the ground, and witches 
brooms of mistletoe all of which 
sap tree vitality and could catch 
burning embers in the case of a 
wildfire.  This excess fuel could 
cause a small ground fire to flame 
up and possibly become a much 
more serious fire in the tree 
crowns.   
 
     I believe increased awareness and education are the 
keys.  Information on fire mitigation and forest health is 
posted on the Forestry web page of the Game Trail Asso-
ciation  web site.  Thanks for all your efforts.   Judy Wait  
cjwait@q.com 

Forestry Committee Fall Update 
By Judy Wait, Forestry Committee Chair 

Farewell Message  
By Phil Strongin, Outgoing President 

I would like to thank all of Game Trail’s volunteers for their efforts in this last year.  Their work 
makes our community exceptionally strong and a great place to live. 
 
Dean Harper has retired from the Board. He is a past President and provided thoughtful, strong lead-
ership for the last three years and his humor made him fun to work with. Thank you, Dean.  We will 
miss you. 
 
I also want to express my gratitude to the other Board Members who provided support and insight 

throughout the year. Jon Hvizdos, Jeff De Christopher and Val Philpott were all wonderful to work with. 
 
We look forward to Judy Curran’s arrival on the Board.  Her insight and energy are welcome.  
 
I am thankful for our strong financial position, our growing culture of fire mitigation, dedication to volunteerism and 
the positive spirit of our residents.  
 
I look forward to serving on the Board for another year.        

REMINDER:   The slash pit closes November 1.  It will reopen April 1, 2012. 

mailto:cjwait@q.com


      
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this year's Annual Meeting, the guest speaker was Randy Hancock of the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife.  All present were informed and educated about some of the wildlife that might be encoun-
tered in this beautiful area we all call home. 
 
     Randy started by noting  that bear activity was abnormally high this summer, probably due to the 
unusually cold and dry spring, which inhibited the growth of plant materials.  Since bears are mainly 
vegetarians, they needed to come down to lower altitudes to find food.   
 
     The population of mountain lions has also grown over the last 

few years, mainly because the hunt requires dogs and  there are less and less hunters willing to ex-
pend the energy to chase the lions for miles before they can be treed by the dogs.   
 
     In a discussion about coyotes, Randy indicated they are known as very destructive animals that 

often work in teams to trick and then kill their prey.  They prey upon many 
species but are especially destructive to the antelope calf population since 
antelope live in wide-open spaces and are easily caught.   
 
     On a discussion of the deer population, Randy noted it is particularly harmful to these animals when peo-
ple feed them.  Besides increasing the spread of disease among the deer herds, feeding them anything richer 
than their normal rough vegetation interferes with their digestive process and in some cases can be lethal. 
 
     Randy also discussed the Game Trail Elk Corridor and was very complimentary of the GT developers for 

setting aside the area so the elk would have a winter grazing area where they could feel comfortable.  
He gave an interesting perspective on an elk's need to have a significant distance between itself and 
any houses.  Randy made the analogy to how much uninhabited space we would need to feel com-
fortable walking around naked.   At that point someone, to remain nameless, asked Randy how often 
he walks around naked.  Randy said, "I do, when I am testing out my theories."  That light-hearted 
comment made for a good laugh and a very enjoyable end to Randy’s presentation. 
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ELK “BUGLINGS” 

OUR WILD NEIGHBORS 

Water, Water, Everywhere 
by Walt Lafford, Water Committee Chair 

 
Well it looks like another summer is almost over. It has been a good summer for your water system 
after a cold winter that saw many residents trying to turn their crawl space or basements into swim-
ming pools. Sure hope that trend is over. In all seriousness, folks, if you are going to be away from 
your home for any length of time, please consider turning your water off where it enters your home. 
Last winter we had at least seven homes seriously or partially damaged from flooding.  Don't let this 
happen to your home. 
 
Some folks leave their water on in the mistaken belief that their hydronic heating 

system needs the water. Well, if your system needs water, then it has a leak and the leak should be repaired. 
There is no other reason to leave the water on in your home. Consult with your heating contractor and if he in-
sists that you have water constantly supplied to your furnace, then have a plumber put a tap into your main wa-
ter line before the shutoff for the rest of your home.  In this way, you can protect your home from water damage 
should a freeze-up occur. If you are unable to locate your water shut-off valve, just call a member of the Water 
Committee who can visit your home and assist you. Should you forget to shut off your water and you have al-
ready left, we can turn off the water at the street for you.  Just give us a call. 
 
Help us continue to provide a first-class water system to all the residents of Game Trail. Leaks are very difficult to locate in the win-
ter months and they seriously degrade our ability to provide water to the rest of our homes. 
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Game Trail Association Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesday, 9:00 AM to Noon, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.   
Additional times available by appointment.  Call Chris Krocesky 395-4713. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Game Trail Tails                  Editor, Kathy Matre       Assistant Editor, Larry Gleeson 

Email Notification of Game Trail Events 
 

     Game Trail plans to begin notifying members by email of various events happening within our 
community.  For those members who give us their email addresses and their consents or who have 
previously asked us to send newsletters by email, we will send newsletters, Board of Director 
agendas, Board meeting minutes, and information about community events (such as the holiday 
party and the ice cream social).  Also, we will use email to notify residents of fire warnings, Am-
ber Alerts, and other such important messages. 

 
     Even if a member does not consent to the above email notifications, all members (including those who select the above email 
notification) will continue to receive, by regular mail, those items required by statute or by Game Trail’s governing documents.  
 
     Providing your email address and consent will improve communications and keep you apprised of developments within Game 
Trail. 
 
     In order to elect email notification, please call Chris Krocesky in the Game Trail office at 719-395-4713 or email her at gtaof-
fice@gametrail.org. 

mailto:gtaoffice@gametrail.org
mailto:gtaoffice@gametrail.org

