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President’s Corner
By Phil Strongin

I want to remind everyone that the annual meeting is scheduled for Saturday, September 10. Please mark your calendars. There will be a change of venue this year and
all activities will be held on Saturday only. There will be no home tours or Sunday
functions. The picnic will be held at the mail center after the Saturday meeting and, like last year, will be free of charge to members, with the Association covering the costs. I am pleased to announce that Jack Peterson and his crew will barbeque a pig again.
We hope to see you all there.
We will be experimenting with different methods and materials
to treat some of the corrugated areas on our roads this season. The goal is to find solutions that will improve long-term maintenance and, therefore, reduce
costs. We hope to gain a better understanding of how to maintain these
degraded areas by experimenting on several test areas. We are not undertaking this pilot program with the goal of paving all the major roads, but
we would like to learn how to improve the worst areas. The wash boarding is created by road configuration, lack of binding base materials and
especially increased traffic volume, weight and speed. Again, please
drive slowly.
Reverse 911 has been the subject of a previous article, but I want to encourage everyone to participate fully in this excellent program. Chaffee County’s Reverse 911 system is a fast and efficient warning method which alerts our citizens to critical situations.
This is a free service that is capable of sending messages to the entire county or specific
areas like Game Trail. The name of the system utilized by the County is Code Red.
Hard-wired telephone numbers are automatically in the system. To receive alerts outside the home, or, if you want notifications when the power goes out, you need to register your cellular phones, email or text address.
Register by going to
www.chaffeesheriff.org and click on Code Red. If you don’t have a computer or need
help to register, call 719-539-2596, which is the nonemergency number for the Chaffee County Sheriff.
Of course, 911 is the number to call for human
emergencies, if you feel threatened, or to report a fire
or crime. Dispatch is on duty 24/7 and will direct the appropriate emergency service.
If possible, send someone to the mail center to direct the emergency vehicles especially
at night. The Sheriff Department patrols Game Trail on a regular basis.
(continued on Page 2)
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President’s Corner (continued)
By Phil Strongin

(Continued from Page 1)
The Colorado Department of Wildlife knows there are too many deer in Game Trail. Feeding the
deer only weakens the herd. Remember, feeding the animals is prohibited in Game Trail and it is
illegal.

Judy Wait and the Forestry Committee have been very proactive in educating us on the subject of
fire mitigation. I can see our awareness increasing on this vital subject. Thank you all.
Our annual dues are a bargain. For $675 a year per home, our residents
have outside and inside water, underground utilities, a fire-protection system, road maintenance
and snow plowing and trash/recycle pickup.
I hope to see you at the annual meeting.

A LETTER TO GAME TRAIL RESIDENTS REGARDING:

PROPER TRASH / RECYCLE USES
Reprinted from the GTA Web site

Dear Game Trail Residents:
Our trash/recycle area is not a landfill. It is designed for the disposal of garbage, trash and items for recycle. One of
our service providers is threatening to discontinue our service, if we don’t stop abusing our system by dumping inappropriate items and the other has recently refused to empty dumpsters into their trucks requiring us to clean the dumpsters
out by hand and haul the material elsewhere.
The vast majority of the problems at our trash/recycle area are caused by our citizens and often their contractors. In
the last several months, the abuse of your facility has become extreme. Some of the inappropriate items recently
dumped are truck tires, construction waste, furniture, mattresses, wooden pallets, a satellite dish, doors, plastic deck
chairs, large concrete chunks and now a dishwasher.
Signs at the area prohibit the disposal of tires, appliances, toxic materials, building material and debris, etc. The
signs also state that contractors must remove material from Game Trail property and require that boxes be broken down.
Large items must be taken to the County Landfill, which is located on U.S. 285 approximately one mile south of Centerville. Please remove plastic bags filled with recycle material and place them in the plastic container. Obviously, garbage trucks can’t
crush tires, steel or concrete. Please exercise some common sense and discipline regarding what we dispose of here and instruct your contractors to haul waste materials
off site. If we can’t manage to do these things, we will lose our services and the convenience and value that go with them.
President, Board of Directors
Phil Strongin
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Forestry Committee

By Judy Wait , Forestry Committee Chair

We live in a fire-prone area. Are you fire-ready?
Our Game Trail volunteers have been learning about fire behavior and effective mitigation techniques this spring. Two workshops on these issues were well attended. The effect
of our drying sun on the southern facing slopes, wind, topography and the steepness of the
slope, grasses, bushes, and ornamental plantings near the home, as well as ground fuels, diseased trees and “tree ladders” all need to be assessed prior to a fire passing through our land.
Since fire most often travels uphill, we need to be looking at the conditions in the meadows,
as well as the more forested areas.
We now have trained volunteers able to help you assess your lot and home for these and
other hazards. This assessment is available to all GTA Members by request to any Forestry Committee member. It will simply involve a walk
around the home and lot with you talking about slope, ground fuels, defensible space and simple mitigation efforts that could lessen your fire
danger. If you live out of the area, you can contact us in advance of a
visit and we can arrange for someone to meet you when you are in town.

Although we avoid cutting green trees and branches in the summer
months due to the sap attracting the flying pine beetles, summer is a convenient time for many people to remove dead branches from trees and
from the ground thus reducing ground fuels. Green branches that are cut
this time of year should be immediately taken to the slash pit and out of
the forested areas. This is also true for green trees blown down by the
wind or removed by contractors. Grasses and brush should be cut short
for 30 feet around a structure—more if the hill is steep.
This year the Forestry Committee volunteers are also offering to
assist with clean up on a few selected lots where landowners are unable
to help themselves. If you wish to be considered for this limited help, please send a request to
the Forestry Committee. Our resources are limited, so we will be
selective about what we can do. Priority will be those areas that
will most benefit the community as a whole.
Please refer to the forestry page of your GTA web site to read
Forest Service articles regarding fire mitigation, ground fuels and
defensible space, as well as forest health and management of
dwarf mistletoe.
Our Chaffee County fire chief STRONGLY recommends large reflective address numbers (white numeric on green background) visibly placed at each driveway. The emergency
personnel continue to have difficulty finding addresses in our community, especially at night.
This takes valuable time when responding to an emergency of any sort.
Have a safe summer.
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
By Dave Nelson

With a few new homes under
construction, the ACC members are
keeping busy. We also have a variety
of small projects including, additions, home improvement projects,
dog runs and driveway modifications.
One interesting item that we are
working on is modifying the current
ACC Policy documents. Although the
current documents have always been
considered “living,” they have been
hard to change and expensive to print
in the past. We are hoping to consolidate the three guides that we currently
have - the Game Trail Architectural
Control Policy, the Eagles Ridge Architectural Control Policy, and the
Consolidated Appendix - into one document that is more
concise and easier for new Home Owners to use. In addition, this document will be published on the desktop and
so it will be more accessible, thus saving the Association
money.

some of these changes will show up in the new Guidelines
as well. For example, we are going to pay more attention to
on-site construction waste and debris given the fire danger
that this material can cause. We will be requiring containers
at
all
construction
sites
(dumpsters) and/or timely removal of all construction waste.
We are also evaluating a change
to the sign guidelines to allow
for the type of lettering and
graphic character that is recommended by fire officials to improve visibility and house
identification in the case of an emergency.
Finally, we would like to encourage interested Association Members to volunteer to serve on the ACC. Serving on
this committee is very interesting and it is a great way to
contribute to protecting our property values and to helping
us continue to enjoy living in such a well maintained community. If you have any interest in working with our committee, please contact me at dave@dnalighting.com.

Times change and associations evolve. We want to support the Forestry Committee in the fire prevention and preparedness work that they have been doing. We expect that

VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME

Commons Committee
By Wayne Eisenbrandt

There was very little snow to plow in Game Trail this winter, but plenty in the mountains
for the skiers. Now, with a little less wind, an abundance of hungry, not-too-bright fish,
and some extra rain, we will have the ideal year.
Rain is what we need in order to grade our roads. Grading a dry road is ineffective. Dumping truck loads of water on the roads in order to
grade is inefficient and costly. Until some rain comes, a little patience is needed.

Many of our residents have had success with recycled asphalt on their driveways and what we have used
at the trash area has seemed to hold up quite well. This
spring we are going to apply recycled asphalt on three of our problem road areas. If this
proves to be successful, we will continue to apply this method each spring until all of
our most damaged road areas have had this application.
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE HAPPENINGS
Vista Vegas Revisited was enjoyed by all. There were 38 in attendance at the Casa Del Rio Clubhouse on Saturday evening, April 2nd. Everyone stuffed themselves with pizza and salad with homemade cookies and brownies for dessert. After an April Fool’s Day stumper quiz delivered by Bob
Martinez, everyone played Texas Hold’em and 7 Card Stud with the $50 of play money that everyone
received. Thanks to dealers Butch Hooper, Joe Humpfer, John Gladden, and Bill Hicks. Also big
thanks to the members of the social committee for organizing this event: Lin Plumb, Myra and Gene
Gonzales, Sharon and Bob Martinez, Roxie and Bert Baber, Kathy Black, John Gladden, Barbara Deur
and Bill Waldorf.

IF ANYONE HAS A LAWN TENT THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO LEND TO THE SOCIAL
COMMITTEE FOR THE ICE CREAM SOCIAL OR ANNUAL PICNIC, PLEASE CONTACT JOHN
GLADDEN AT 966-4002.
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By Brian Erickson, Game Trail Resident
Part 2 (see the February, 2011 Game Trail Tails for Part 1)
More than 80% of Chaffee County is public land, and an
outstanding place to hike, hunt, fish, ride ATVs, mountain climb
and ski, but a good percentage of that land is hours away from
definitive medical care in an emergency. Your preparation before your trip into the backcountry can prevent a mishap or, in
the unlikely event of an emergency, can assist the
volunteers of the Chaffee search and rescue team
in getting to you as fast as possible.
Prepare yourself by knowing where you are
going before you leave the trailhead. The Trails Illustrated/
National Geographic maps widely available
around the county are good references for most
outdoor activities in the area. The free Recreation
Guides published at the beginning of each summer
are also a good starting point. Several books have
been recently published that summarize different
outdoor activities and attempt to define difficulty levels for specific outdoor pursuits. These books also provide a more complete list of items to take on your adventure. Most importantly,
let someone know where you’re going and when you intend to
be home.
As most everyone knows, our weather changes rapidly and
the stories of snow falling on the tops of our 14,000 foot peaks
on the 4th of July in years past are true. Dress in layers that can
be easily removed for comfort and to prevent sweating. Wool
and fleece work better than cotton. Cotton
will get wet and stay wet. In addition to
food and water (one liter of water per hour
per person), carry rain gear, a whistle, a
small signal mirror, sun block, sunglasses,
a hat and a fire starter.
Avoid being above timberline in the
afternoon during times when thunderstorms are possible. The
best way to avoid these storms is to start early in the day. With
the snow pack remaining significantly above average this year,

be prepared for avalanche risk at higher
elevations well into late June and possibly
even later, depending upon the melt off.
Also watch for elevated stream and river
levels during the melt off.
As mentioned in the last Game Trail
Tails, if you’re involved in a backcountry
emergency,
don’t hesitate to call 911 if you think a
search and rescue team is needed.
Report to the Sheriff’s department
what happened and try to be as specific
as possible as to your location, ideally a latitude and longitude
reading from a handheld GPS (global positioning system.)
Chaffee County has, for example, two different
bodies of water named “Rainbow Lake.” Leave a
call back number with the Sheriff’s office, and if
possible, be prepared to lead members of the rescue team to the last known location.
Complete references for backcountry safety are
available from U.S. Forest Service offices, visitor
centers and outdoor specialty shops in the area.
Enjoy your adventures into the backcountry this
summer and the search and rescue teams hope you
get home safe and sound.

BE SURE AND INK IN THESE DATES
Sunday, July 17, 2011, 3 to 5 PM – Ice Cream Social. Cool off in the common area by the mail boxes and enjoy this summertime treat of ice cream donated by Phil and Sara Strongin.
Saturday, September 10, 2011 – Game Trail Annual Picnic. Gather round for Annual Picnic in the common
area following the annual meeting. Exact time to be determined.
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ELK “BUGLINGS”
Bunnies, Rabbits and Hares
By Bill Hicks

When I look out the windows of my Game Trail home, I occasionally see two different kinds of rabbits. The first is the cute little
bunny with the white tail. These rabbits are known as Cottontails.
There are several species of Cottontail rabbits. After a little research on the web, I decided we have Mountain Cottontails
(Sylvilagus nuttallii).
The other rabbits are much larger with big ears. There seems to
be some debate as to what these rabbits actually are. Growing up on
the plains of Colorado, I assumed they were jackrabbits. They kind
of look like the jackrabbits on the plains. It was then pointed out to
me that they change color in the winter and have large feet like
snowshoe hares.

MOUNTAIN COTTONTAIL

After more
research on the internet, I was still somewhat confused. I learned
that jackrabbits and hares are members of the same family. In the
end, my research has led me to believe that we have White-tailed
Jackrabbits (Lepus townsendii). I came to this conclusion for the
following reasons: The Game Trail rabbits have long legs and long
ears. The ears look larger than the pictures I saw for snowshoe
hares. We have a relatively open habitat preferred by the whitetailed jackrabbit. The white tailed jackrabbit changes color in the
winter.
I am not a rabbit expert by any means. I drew my conclusions
based on observations and a little research on the internet. If we
have a biologist out there who knows about rabbits, please let us

know if the above assumptions are incorrect.

WHITE-TAILED JACKRABBIT
Game Trail Community Directory

By Bill Hicks, Communications Committee Chair
The Game Trail Community Directory will be printed in late August for distribution at the annual meeting. If your
address, phone or email information has changed, please go to the Game Trail website (http://
gametrailassn.org/pages/DirectoryUpdate.htm) and update your directory information prior to
August 28th. If you were not in the directory in the past, please add your information so you
can be included this year. We use the email address from the directory for electronic distribution of the newsletter so please update it, if it has changed in the last year. If you will not be
attending the annual meeting and would like a copy of the directory, contact Kris Krocesky
(Game Trail office 719-395-4713) in September and she will mail you a copy.

Game Trail Association
P.O. Box 4110
Buena Vista, CO 81211

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO 12
Buena Vista CO
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Game Trail Tails, June, 2011

Page 8

Electronic Publishing of Game Trail Tails
Electronic delivery of the Game Trail Newsletter has been quite successful. We continue to gather email addresses for electronic delivery. If you would like to sign up or if there have been any changes in your email address, please update your owner
information by sending an email to gtaemail@gametrail.org with the following information:
Owner 1, Email address 1
Owner 2, Email address 2
Mailing address
Game Trail address, Filing, Lot number
Phone
In addition to receiving GT Tails electronically,
do you wish to be included in the GT directory? (Y/N)

The Game Trail Association, Inc. 2011 Drinking Water Consumer Confidence
Report (CCR) For Calendar Year 2010 is available for review at
gametrailassn.org, or a copy can be obtained at the office.
Game Trail Association Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9:00 AM to Noon, 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
Additional times available by appointment. Call Chris Krocesky 395-4713.

