Game Trail

TAILS

The Game Trail Vision: To preserve this extraordinary, private environment of nature for all the years to come.
Volume XVI - No.2

Board of Directors
2009-2010
Dean Harper
President
Phil Strongin
Vice President
Val Philpot
Secretary
Butch Hooper
Treasurer
Ken Siefken
Assistant Treasurer

Chris Krocesky
GTA Administrator
719-395-4713

In This Issue
•

President’s Corner

•

Outside Water
Proposal

•

Social Happenings

•

Call for Board
Candidates

•

Solar/Wind
Generator Use
for Game Trail

•

Elk Buglings

Web Site: www.gametrailassn.org

MAY, 2010

President’s Corner
by Dean Harper

BURRrrrrr’r as reported in the Chaffee
County Times, this past winter has been the
coldest on record since record keeping started in 1948 for the Buena Vista area.
The months of December, January and
February had an average daily temperature
of 19.20 degrees while
the normal daily average is 26.40 degrees.
Additional records were
set for the month of
February where average
highs and lows were
almost 10 degrees colder than normal.
Game Trail felt the effects of this record
setting cold period and a few residents experienced frozen water lines. Thanks to the
capable efforts of the Water Committee
directed by Walt Lafford, these problems
have been addressed and service has been
restored. The Association appreciates the
efforts of Walt, Mike Backsen, Ed Butler
and Chip Wait as well as Miles Construction.
The Board continues to work with the
water committee in an effort to make improvements in the overall system. One effort
we can all assist in is for
each home owner to make
a record of the exact location of their water service
shut-off valve. The water
committee will be compiling a note book with this
information for future
reference.
This information will be particularly
useful when the valves are
covered by piles of snow.
Through the committee structure the
Board continues to explore ways to improve

the community infrastructure as it relates
to roads, water and trash service. This effort has included the review of existing
policies and regulations to insure they are
applied uniformly to Association Members.
The recent arrival of our blue bird population suggests that warmer
weather is on the way.
As we move towards spring
the level of building activity in
Game Trail has increased. The
ACC reports there are four active building
projects with more in the plan approval
phase.
The Forestry Committee recently completed the installation of trees and shrubs
around the mail center. This landscape
project was coordinated by
chairman Fred Balmos who
generously provided a taste
of his home brew to the volunteers as a reward for their
hard work.
By now Members have
received the ballot results
relating to the outside water
proposal. With over 70% of
Association members responding, it is apparent this project is of major importance
to our community. Many thanks to Ken
Siefken for his efforts in identifying the
outside water opportunity and for coordinating with Upper Arkansas Water District
on Game Trail’s behalf. His article on the
subject appears on Page 2 of this newsletter.

Game Trail Tails, May, 2010

Page 2

Outside Watering Proposal Results
HOMES

LOTS

TOTALS

FOR

169

94

263

AGAINST

18

47

65

ABSTAIN

29

83

112

TOTALS

216

224

440

Outside Watering Proposal Passes
by Ken Siefken

Outside watering is
still not allowed until
we receive formal approval from the State.
As soon as
this occurs,
a notice will
be posted to
the
GTA

Game Trail
Committee Chairs

The outside watering proposal has passed by an overwhelming majority. The ballots have been
reconciled with 75% of all Members casting their vote. Eighty percent of the votes were FOR
the proposal with both homeowners and lot owners giving their approval.

Architectural Control
Committee
Dave Nelson

But we’re not done yet. The application has been submitted to the Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy District for approval by the State of Colorado, Division of Water Resources. The application process will take about 90 days for approval with outside water available to Game Trail by
early August. Since we were required to pay for the augmented water with the
application, an invoice has been issued to each Member for their share. Your
payment prior to the June 30 due date would be appreciated.

Commons
Committee
Wayne Eisenbrandt

Our purchase of augmented water allows outside water usage for up to 2,939
gallons for each lot, annually. This water is for limited outside usage, but can
be used for many things. Game Trail has issued Rule & Regulation 10-01
which helps Members understand the dos and don’ts of outside water. You
will note that most uses of water outside the home are allowable, but each lot
owner is limited to 2,939 gallons in total, per year and no lawns are permitted.
Each lot is specifically limited to 175 sq ft of outside irrigation, but if you use
it all there, you won’t have any water left for other outside activities.
Even though we have purchased outside water, we are not exempt from future monitoring from
the State of Colorado, Division of Water Resources. We should not be required to have individual meters, but if our usage appears excessive, the State always reserves the
right to impose additional restrictions. The reason we have purchased a limited amount of water is to provide a legal way to perform maintenance around
our homes and to allow for a few plants and trees. We still want to maintain
our community in “as nearly a natural state as possible”, as prescribed by our
Master Covenants.

Communications
Committee
Wally Pinell
Block Captains
Brenda Hooper
&
Barb Peterson
Finance & Audit
Committee
Bill Waldorf
Forestry
Committee
Fred Balmos
Nominating
Committee
Bob Martinez

No outside watering is currently allowed. We will inform you immediately
when we receive approval from the State that our application has been approved.

Social
Committee
Judy Curran

Thanks for taking the time to vote. Community involvement is one of the things that makes
Game Trail a great place to live.

Water
Committee
Walt Lafford
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE HAPPENINGS
By Judy Curran
O’Funnagan Flingagain certainly lived up to its
name. There were 40 Irish at heart if not by heritage
that attended this year’s spring event at the American
Legion on March 20th. The background music assembled by Larry O’Gleeson certainly kept everyone in fine
spirits and the Shamrock String Duo (Andrea Coen and
Seth Roberts) got everybody clapping their hands and
tapping their feet. Everybody enjoyed lifting their glasses to the Irish toasts and blessings recited by the audience under the tutelage of Bill Waldorf and had seconds
of the traditional Irish Fare dished up by Michelle Gap.
Carolee Litvay and Donna Childers found the Pot of Gold early in the evening after only one clue. Bobby O’Martinez stumped the crowd
with his Irish St. Pat’s Day Quiz pronouncing Barbara Brady the
winner with 16 out of 20 correct answers. John O’Snodgrass entertained the crowd with his original Limericks to win the vote for
the best lyrical rhymes. Kathy Matre squeaked by a victory for
wearing the most green by bringing a stuffed green frog to win
the hearts of the Irish. And who could forget the blarney doled
out by Joe O’Black with his story about his grandpa Spud. A fun
time was definitely had by all.
Have an idea for an event or how to make a planned
event better? Any and all suggestions are greatly appreciated. Let
the Social Committee know your thoughts: Should the
spring Social Event be in March or April? Are you interested in a bus excursion to Denver, Colorado Springs,
Vail or Cripple Creek for a concert, special event, theater, ball game or gambling? Want a “Meet the Board”
social sometime in October or November? Send a member of the committee an email directly or via the GTA
webpage.

BE SURE AND INK IN THESE
DATES
June, July or August 2010 – Depending on interest, a bus excursion to Denver, Colorado
Spring, Vail or Cripple Creek for a concert, special event, theater, ball game or gambling.
Sunday, July 18, 2010, 2 PM to 5 PM – Ice
Cream Social. Cool off and enjoy this summertime treat of ice cream donated by Dean and Lucy
Harper. Joe and Kathy Black on Creek Run have
graciously agreed to host the social.

Sunday, September 12, 2010, 11:30 AM to 1:30
PM – Gather round for Game Trail’s
Annual Picnic in the common area by the mailboxes.
October or November 2010 – Meet your new board members and chat over coffee and
snacks. Time and place to be determined depending on interest.
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Call for Candidates for GTA Board of Directors
By Bob Martinez

The Nominating Committee is charged with nominating one GTA Member for each vacancy on the Board of Directors. At
the annual meeting this coming September there will be two openings to be filled, each for a three year term.. This year the
nominating committee is composed of Bob Martinez, Glenda Zopf and Ann Jackson.
We would be delighted to hear nominee suggestions from GTA Members. Please contact any committee member to make
recommendations. Additionally, under Rules and Regulation #2004-01, GTA members may directly nominate candidates to be
included on the election ballot.

Nominations must be submitted in writing, must be signed by the Member making
the nomination, must be signed by a separate Member seconding the nomination, and
must be signed by the nominee signifying their willingness to serve, if elected.
Nominations should be sent to:
Game Trail Association
ATTN: Nominating Committee,
P.O. Box 4110,
Buena Vista, CO 81211.
Although a specific form is not required, sample forms for this purpose can be obtained from the GTA office in Buena Vista or from the GTA web site. The Nominating Committee will ensure the eligibility of
all nominees (Game Trail Association Bylaws, Article V, Paragraph B)
Nominations must be received no later than June 28th; however, the committee would like these as early as possible.

Solar/Wind Generator Use for Game Trail
By Butch Hooper

reality that’s not the case. When you also consider that the
maintenance cost for wind generators is also higher than solar,
solar clearly gives the most bang for the buck.

The GTA Board has investigated the possible use of solar
or wind generators for use in Game Trail to either offset some
of our Association’s electrical costs (mostly for water pumping and distribution) or for a “community” use pool for interested homeowners.

Based on the detailed information and analysis which follows, the Game Trail Board has (at least for now) decided not
to pursue solar or wind for either Association use (too costly) or
for community use (too complicated and of no significant benefit).
It may be re-considered in the future as electrical and system costs
change.

our area.

Over the last several months, discussions have occurred with Sangre de Cristo and local providers of wind and solar
generators. Our primary research for
solar has been to look at photovoltaic
panels (more commonly referred to as
PV panels). Based on these discussions,
we have learned that although the price
of installation (approximately $8 per
watt) is about the same for both solar
and wind, the electrical output for solar
is about four times higher than wind for

Over an 18 month period, the wind and solar generators at
Sangre de Cristo have produced an monthly average of 83
kilowatt hours (kwh) for wind and 526 kwh for solar. Although it seems as if the wind blows most of the time here, in

One of the most efficient photovoltaic solar setups would be a
12-panel PV system that would
track the sun. These tracking systems cost a little more but are
more efficient than the fixed position systems such as a typical roof
installation. The individual panels
are 40”x 65” and can produce 225 watts each. Per the local
vendor, this 12 panel system has a generating capacity of 2700
watts (or 2.7 kilowatts), would cost $23,000-$25,000 and would
generate approximately 8000 kwh per year.
(Continued on Page 5)

Solar/Wind Generator Use for Game Trail

(Continued from Page 4)
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Over a 12 month period GTA incurred a cost of $7,600 for approximately 96,000 kwh used primarily for
pumping and supplying water to the community. If we installed one of these systems, it would only provide
about 10% of our electrical needs and the payback would be around 20 years. This is based on a $0.10 per kwh
cost and a 5% per year cost increase. Based on this data, it just does not make sense for our Association at this
time.
For an individual, there are other things to consider. Uncle Sam will give you a tax credit for 30% of the cost. The state also had
credits available ($1 per watt for wind and $1.50 per watt for solar). Applications were due by mid-April with only a limited
amount available and are most likely already used up for 2010. Using only the federal credit, the effective cost for a 12-panel system would be about $18,000 and the payback would be approximately15 years. This payback assumes you are on standard electric
rates and your credit would be $0.10 per kwh.
As you may be aware, Sangre has two different pricing systems for electrical rates:
Standard:

$0.157 per kwh for 0-200 kwh, $0.11235 for 210-1500 kwh, and
$0.09765 for >1500 kwh

Time of day: off-peak-$0.04305 per kwh and on-peak $0.1877 per kwh + $27.50
per month (off-peak hours: 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM & 12:00 - 5:00 AM)
When your system is generating more than you are currently using, you basically are “running your electrical meter backwards” and Sangre will credit this to your account up to your full month’s usage.
If you generate more than you use (unlikely with one 12-panel system), you only will get credit based on Sangre’s wholesale
cost of power (probably $0.04-0.05 per kwh). One important rule of thumb is never install a system that would generate more than
you can use. If you do not use electricity for heating, your average usage is probably 600-800 kwh per month and you might only
need an 8 or 10 panel system which would lower your initial cost.
If you are on the time-of-day rates, as many of Game Trail’s meters are, you are probably using most of your kilowatt hours offpeak and paying about $0.04/kwh. Sangre has not made a decision yet as to how to credit those customers
who have a solar system. If they decide to credit your hours in proportion to your usage, you may only get
credited at the estimated $0.04 instead of $0.10 which would more than double your payback time. If you are
a time-of-day customer, be sure to get a signed agreement with Sangre before you consider installing any type
of system.
It would be possible for Game Trail to install a community system that could be owned by a pool of Members in a common area (such as behind the stables). It could reduce the cost per watt but not by a significant
amount. Sangre is willing to discuss such a system but how it would be administered has not been determined
(metering, who gets what credits, maintenance costs, etc.). For the Association to use common ground for individual use could get
complicated. It would have to be open for all members and, if even 100 homeowners wanted in, we could have several acres of PV
panels. Those members who bordered this area would probably not be too pleased.
Hopefully some of the information in this article may help if you are considering the installation of a solar or a wind system. If
you have any questions, you can give Butch Hooper a call at 395-8892 or send an email to butchhooper@msn.com.

DID YOU KNOW?
Colorado is considered a region of minor earthquake activity, although there are many uncertainties because of the very short time period for which historical data is available.
An earthquake on November 15, 1901, cracked windows and rolled boulders onto the highway in Buena
Vista and the water of Cottonwood Lake was reportedly agitated.
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ELK “BUGLINGS”
Mt. Princeton

WINTER
IN
GAME TRAIL

Birthday Peak

Mt. Columbia

Please note that
plastic
containers
and lids are only
recyclable if they
contain the recycle
triangle with a number 1-7. If there
is no recycle symbol, please do not
put the plastic in the recycle bin.

Mt. Yale

Electronic Publishing of Game Trail Tails
The Game Trail Newsletter is continuing to be mailed on paper. A link to the web version will also be sent to
all members with valid email addresses in the directory. The web version has some distinct advantages: It is
available sooner, has color pictures, reduces paper usage helping the environment and it saves Game Trail a
little money. If you would like to stop receiving the paper version just reply to the email you receive with
“No Paper “ in the subject or the first line of the body of the email.

