
     Over the past few years, there has been 
an increase in the application of solar and 
wind energy systems as a way to provide 
alternative power for residential use. 
While recent legislation mandates that 
Community Associations cannot prohibit 
these installations, there are reasonable 
requirements to be met. Game Trail has 
adopted a policy of cooperation and sup-
port with residents who may decide to pur-
sue this option.  Through the ACC, a re-
view and approval of the installation is 
required prior to actual construction.  In 
addition, Chaffee County has a permit re-
quirement for Wind 
Turbines   that stip-
ulates height and 
noise limits in cer-
tain zone classifica-
tions.  
       Looking ahead, 
the Board is explor-
ing the option of 
“off site” energy 
credits.   An example would be a utility or 
private entity constructing a commercial 
scale facility at an off-site location and 
individuals purchasing “shares” of wind/
solar power that would be credited to their 
utility bill. This option would negate the 
need for individual installations within the 
community. 
     As we “plow” our way through another 
Colorado winter, I am reminded of the 

herculean effort required to keep our 
eighteen miles of private road ways ac-
cessible. We are fortunate to have the 
dedicated efforts of Miles Construction to 
provide this service.  Winter driving in 
the mountains with steep grades and slick 
road conditions requires us to be cautious 
and slow down to provide an extra margin 
of safety. 
 
     As we move towards spring time, the 
activity level for Game Trail volunteers 
increases along with the temperature. The 
Nominating Committee will be searching 
for board candidates, the Commons Com-
mittee will be planning a spring clean-up 
and the Social Committee will host a St. 
Patrick’s Day event.  The collective vol-
unteer efforts of Association Members 
play a significant role in keeping our an-
nual dues at a 
reasonable lev-
el.  I would en-
courage every-
one to consider 
their role in 
making Game 
Trail the special 
place to live 
that we all enjoy. 

The Game Trail Vision:  To preserve this extraordinary, private environment of nature for all the years to come. 
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President’s Corner 
by Dean Harper 

Chris Krocesky 
GTA Administrator 

719-395-4713 

Electronic Publishing of Game Trail Tails 
 
The Game Trail Newsletter is continuing to be mailed on paper.  A link to the web version 

will also be sent to all members with valid email addresses in the directory.  The web ver-

sion has some distinct advantages:  It is available sooner, has color pictures, reduces paper 

usage helping the environment and it saves Game Trail a little money.  If you would like 

to stop receiving the paper version just reply to the email  you receive with “No Paper “  

in the subject or the first line of the body of the email. 
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     Many of us in Game Trail go on wonderful and interesting adventures.  We thought it would be a 
great idea to share some of our experiences of the unique places we have been and things we have 
seen.  We would like to call on you all to submit your stories so they can be shared. 
 
     If you are considering a trip to the Northwest, here are some highlights of our trip to Montana last 
summer. 
 
     Stop at Flathead Lake, the largest freshwater lake west of the Great Lakes.  A drive around the lake 
is a good day trip.  Be sure to stop at the cherry orchards on the east side of the lake in late August and 
spend time in Big Fork, a great little town with shops and great restaurants.   
 
     Another great loop trip starts at Kalispell.  Drive north on Hwy. 93 
to Eureka.  There’s a great little burger place right on the main street, 
and cute shops to visit.  Continue down Hwy. 37 to Libby Dam.  They 
have a nice Visitors Center and tour.  Continue west to the trailhead for 
Kootenai Falls.  This is a “must see” stop.  The hike is short and the 
falls are spectacular.  On to Libby, to Hwy. 2 which takes you back to 
Kalispell.  This is a good day’s drive. 
 
     If you have the time, travel into Alberta, Canada on Hwy 17, to 
Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park.  Unbelievable scenery, 
towering mountains and the RV park in downtown Waterton Village is 
wonderful.   
 
     Traveling to some of the out of the way places made our trip extra special. 

To submit your 
travel story for a 
future edition of 
Game Trail Tails, 
please e-mail your 
story and pictures to 
the “Tails” editor at 
bv30195@msn.com 

ELK 
“BUGLINGS

Game Trail Travelers 
by Sue Kuklin 

Outside Watering 
by Ken Siefken 
 
     Game Trail has recently been informed that members can no longer purchase water from Buena Vista suppliers.  There have 
been a significant number of individuals who have purchased water in the past, either for their cisterns or for pick-up in Buena Vista 
for outside watering uses.  Since the Town has changed their water service agreements, this is no longer possible. 
 
     However, I have some good news regarding outside watering.  Game Trail is currently negotiating with the Upper Arkansas  
Water Conservancy District to provide an agreement to the Association that would allow every lot owner to use up to 3,000 gallons 
per year for outside watering purposes.  Each lot owner would be required to buy into this program for a one-time cost of $250 - 
$300 and an estimated annual fee of $12.  This annual fee could possibly be rolled into our current dues structure, so after the initial 
payment, further annual fees may not be required. 
 
     This opportunity is currently being explored and the details could change somewhat, but the mag-
nitude of the costs should not change.  The obvious benefit to Game Trail members is the ability to 
“legally” wash your vehicle(s), water flowers, plants, trees and shrubs, and provide maintenance to 
your homes where water is required.  Game Trail would still prohibit lawns in our community as has 
been past practice.  As a side benefit, it would eliminate any issues we have from time to time with the 
State Water Engineer. 
 
     As we all know, water is becoming more and more expensive, especially in Colorado, and will be-
come more difficult to obtain in the future.  This is an opportunity for Game Trail to secure a small amount of water for outside 
purposes which can enhance our quality of life, and increase our property value. 
 
     As we move forward with this project, we will continue to keep you informed of our progress.  If we can successfully complete 
the negotiation with Upper Ark, it will be presented to the membership for approval.  I would appreciate any comments or ques-
tions. 

mailto:bv30195@%20msn.com
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     A word of thanks to Jack Peterson from all of us in Game Trail.  It is due to his ef-
forts that we have a convenient and successful recycle program. 

     Each week we fill at least 3 or 4 of the large recycle containers, and that is a large 
amount of trash that will not end up in the landfill, polluting our beautiful valley.  If for 
no other reason, recycling is truly worth the extra effort. 

     For the few residents who choose not to recycle, I would ask that you please at least 
take the time to break down your empty cardboard boxes.  Waste Management charges 
between $60.00-$75.00 for a container whether it is filled with trash or empty boxes. 

     Our recycle provider has requested the following: 

• Please remove glass bottles, albeit wine, beer or other glass containers and 
tin cans from plastic bags before depositing in recycle bin. and 

• Do not deposit electronics or metal objects in bins. 

     Please continue to recycle.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated and important to 
maintain a successful recycle program. 

A Message from Commons 
By Wayne Eisenbrandt 

    With this edition of the Game Trail Tails, Kathy Matre has agreed to become the new editor.   Wally Pinell will also 
return as Chair of the Communications Committee (CMRC). 
 
    The CMRC would like to acknowledge the hard work and innovative leadership that Linda Eidenmueller has provided as 
editor of the Game Trail Tails and the Chair of the Committee over the last few years.   Linda served at both positions for 
the past three years and as a member of the CMRC and editor of the Tails for the past 5 years. Linda’s contributions to the 
committee and the Game Trail community are greatly appreciated.  
     Thank you for your service, Linda! 

Communications Committee Changes 
By Wally Pinell 

Just a quick reminder that Spring is again in-
cluded on the calendar this year, and that means 
snow fences should be taken down by May 1st.  

Thanks for your cooperation. 

   The Architectural Control Committee is undergoing some membership changes this 
year.  Sara Strongin has chosen to resign from the committee at the end of January.  
We all very much appreciate what Sara has contributed to Game Trail and her energy, 
expertise and judgment greatly benefited the committee.  It has been a pleasure work-
ing with Sara and I want to thank her for everything she has done. 
 
   Andy Childers will be joining Dave Nelson and I on the committee.  
Thanks to Andy for being willing to step up and take on the responsibilities 
of the ACC and I look forward to working with him. 
 
   I will also be leaving the ACC effective April 1st.  My replacement is yet to 
be determined. 
 

Architectural Control Committee Membership Changing 
by Jeff DeChristopher 



     Your committee has been very busy 
planning events for 2010.  Please “Ink 
In” March 20th on your calendars from 
6 to 9ish for a St. Pat’s Day Celebration 
at the American Legion.  It will be an 
all green night with Irish Fare and mu-
sic, full of blarney, challenges and 
competitions.  Test your Irish/St. Pat’s 
Day knowledge, wear the most green, 
find the “Pot of Gold”, recite an origi-
nal limerick (a humorous or nonsensi-
cal verse of five lines with a rhyme 
scheme) and 
convince your 
friends and 
neighbors that 
you’re Irish.  It 
will be an all 
around fun 
night to wel-
come in the 
first day of 
spring.  BYOB and enjoy a cup of Irish 
coffee.  Cost per person should be un-
der $20 and tickets will be available by 
the end of February. 
 
     We have exciting news about the 
annual picnic.  It will be free this year.  
That’s right, free.   In response to a 
proposal by your Social Committee and 
the Game Trail Office, your board vot-
ed unanimously to fund the picnic us-
ing interest money from a CD for the 

food and 
supplies.  
The food 
will be 
prepared 
through 
the vol-
unteer 
efforts of 
Game 
Trail residents and will be a pig roast 
with all the trimmings.  So be sure and 
thank the members of your board when 
you see them and tell them to keep up 
the good work. 
 
     Have you checked out the associa-
tion web page lately?  Karen Hicks is 
doing a great job keeping it updated 
with user friendly links.  Go to the 
home page at www.gametrailassn.org 
and click on Social Events and Interests 
on the left column or December 17, 
2009 Social Committee Requests Your 
Input for Upcoming GTA Events under 
“What’s New at Game Trail” and you 
will be directed to the Social Commit-
tee page.  Here you will find the names 
of your committee members, proposed 
events, interest groups and what the 
committee is about.  More importantly, 
by clicking on the link “Click here to 
enter your message” above the Calen-
dar of Events, you can send an email to 
me with your thoughts and ideas on 
past and future events. 

 
     Speaking of events, the committee 
needs to know whether to pursue a bus 
excursion to Denver, Colorado Spring, 

Vail or Cripple Creek for a concert,  
special event, theater, ball game or  
gambling.  The committee investigated 
the cost of a bus which will naturally 
depend on the location and the number 
of participants but will likely be in the 
$50 to $60 range on top of the cost of 

the event and 
food.    Please 
let us know 
your thoughts 
by contacting a 
committee 
member, send-
ing an email 
via the web 
page or drop-
ping a note in 
the Suggestion 
Box on March 

20th. 
 

     The committee would also like your 

thoughts on having the picnic on the same 

day as the annual meeting, suggested 

topics for presentations at the annual pic-

nic in lieu of the 

home tour for years 

when homes aren’t 

available and organ-

izing a “Meet the 

Board” event in 

October or Novem-

ber. 
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Social Committee 
Happenings 
by Judy Curran 

Social Committee Thank You! 
 
     A big thanks to Arlene Waldorf for serving as chair of 
the Social Committee for the past three years.  Under Ar-
lene’s capable leadership and guidance, the committee got 
rolling and established the calendar of events that we all 
enjoy today.  Also, many  thanks to Jack Gooch, Gail 
Kahler, Carolee Litvay, Jack Litvay, Diana Sorce and 
Dick Sorce for serving on the committee last year and for 
all of their help in making all the social events a suc-
cess.  Another round of thanks to John Gladden, Bob Mar-
tinez, Sharon Martinez, Lin Plumb and Bill Waldorf for 
remaining on the committee for this year and a big wel-
come and thank you to our new members:  Roxie Baber, 
Kathy Black, Barbara Deur, Myra Gonzales, Gene Gonza-
les and Pat Humpfer.   

Game Trail Tails,  February, 2010  

Remember to update your address, 
phone number and email address 
for the  GTA directory.  Either visit  
gametrailassn.org and click the 
'address update'  menu item or call 
the  Game Trail Office at 719-395-
4713. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
    Game Trail Association was officially formed in the 
Spring of 1995 with Jim Forrest as the first homeowner 
director.  Jim served until September of 1996. 

http://www.gametrailassn.org
gametrailassn.org
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Forestry Committee 
By Fred Balmos 

     In 2009 the Forestry Committee's primary respon-
sibility again was to inspect for and identify any trees 
in our forest infected with any type of bark beetle. As 
you all know, many parts of Colorado have been and 
will continue to be devastated by the MPB (mountain 

pine beetle) which prefers 
infesting and killing ma-
ture Ponderosa and 
Lodgepole pine trees. As 
these two types make up 
a substantial portion of 
the GT forest, the Forest-
ry Committee takes the 
inspection task quite seri-
ously. The good news is 
that over the past several 
years we have been 
spared the onslaught ex-

perienced in Summit and Lake counties.  
 
     In 2009 the committee tagged about 12 trees and 
requested closer examination and recommendations by 
Kathryn Hardgrave from the Colorado State Forest 
Service (CSFS). While past and current beetle activity 
was confirmed, only two of the trees’ survival is in 
question. While this is an excellent percentage, the 
fact that there are pine beetles here is still a concern. 
Kathryn and I peeled some bark off a number of the 
trees checking for the tunnels and chambers where the 
beetles burrow and lay their eggs. Most of the attack 
points or "hits" on the trees revealed that the beetles 
were pushed out by the trees sap and were trapped and 
died. Others were found to have been "drowned" just 
under the bark in similar circumstances. Still other 
tunnels revealed no egg chambers for unknown rea-
sons. The bottom line is that the trees did a pretty darn 
good job of defending themselves.  
 
     Most of the tagged trees were being revisited by 
the few surviving beetles season after season, the bee-
tle numbers not being great enough to kill the host 
tree. Some beetles branched out to nearby trees but we 
were not able to confirm any successful attacks. While 
residents have cause to be relieved so far, we are still 
facing a relentless enemy. Wet years as of late have 
strengthened the trees defensive systems and have 
proved to be quite effective. We can however still play 
an important supporting role as land stewards.  
     The Forestry Committee still advocates and sup-
ports the tree spraying program. Don't let up just be-
cause the beetle is losing the current round.  Promot-

ing and maintaining a healthy forest will help the trees 
themselves continue to kick beetle butt. Kathryn told me 
that many areas that we were in while inspecting could 
use some thinning. Trees too close to each other compete 
for nutrients and moisture that may not be plentiful 
enough for all, thereby presenting weakened trees that the 
beetles seem to have a knack for targeting.  
 
     If your property has some areas that may need a bit of 
thinning, make this your season to do so. Before the bee-
tle's Summer season starts again would be ideal. If 
you are not sure whether or not you need to do some thin-
ning, contact your Forestry Committee, Kathryn at CSFS 
or a landscape contractor that has some recommendations 
of friends or neighbors. Kathryn also mentioned that we 
should be ever vigilant on fire mitigation, once again 
thinning, pruning and picking up dead slash.  
 
     We also unfortunately have quite a bit of dwarf mis-
tletoe feasting on our Ponderosa's here in Game Trail. 
While the mistletoe itself slowly kills it's host, a weak-
ened Ponderosa rings a dinner bell for the bark bee-
tle. Mitigating the spread of mistletoe by pruning and 
removing badly infected trees aids in our fight to keep the 

beetles away.  
 
     A great deal of in-
formation about the 
pine beetles and dwarf 
mistletoe is available 
from the Colorado 
Sate University's web-
site 

(www.ext.colostate.edu), and it is free.  
 
     We still have more months of winter and snow ahead 
of us this year. While it is sometimes hard to be positive 
while plowing or shoveling the snow, remember that the 
extra moisture is the forest’s, and consequently, our best 
friend. The Forestry Committee also has plans to trim 
mistletoe from common area trees near the mail center as 
well as doing some seedling planting in that area as well.  

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/
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USFS Completes Game Trail Controlled Burn 
 
    On February 4th and 11th, the US Forest Service conducted con-
trolled burns of the slash piles located just west of Game Trail.  These 
burns completed the fire mitigation project  which was conducted joint-
ly by Game Trail residents and the Forest Service. 

 


