
Hello Game Trail Owners 
 
Chaffee Chips, the FREE slash pick-up program, is coming to Game Trail both this 
August and next spring!  Reducing wildfire risk and improving forest health is important 
to all of us, so we hope you will participate.  To determine when your lot will be serviced, 
please view the attached Chaffee Chips map for Game Trail.   
 
AUGUST 27-29 
 
All the parcels in red on the map are good to cut this summer (now) and have their 
pickup days August 27-29.   
 
SPRING 2022 
 
Because of the Ips beetle, the area in yellow on the map should not be cut until after 
October 1.  Chaffee Chips will come back and do a pickup day for the yellow area in the 
spring, March or April.  This will give landowners in this area, with primarily Piñon trees, 
all fall and winter to cut their trees, and the Ips beetle will not be an issue.  Please see 
additional info about the Ips beetle at the end of this email. 
 
STEPS TO TAKE IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE 
 
1.  View the map.  Know when your lot is scheduled. 
 
2.  REGISTER your lot using the online form on the Chaffee Chips website.  
https://envisionchaffeecounty.org/chaffee-chips  If you don’t register, we won’t know 
which lots to go to for the slash pickup.  Click on the Game Trail dates box, and you will 
be led to the online registration form. 
 
3.  If your lot is in the red area, begin cutting, collecting, and piling your slash now.   
+ First read the rules for where and how to pile your slash that are posted on the 
Chaffee Chips website.   
+ Also, because Game Trail is actively working on road improvements and drainage, do 
NOT pile your slash on the road or in the drainage ways.  Place slash piles on your 
property side of drainage areas.  Furthermore, if you have a driveway that easily allows 
a truck and trailer to turn around, we’ve been told that you may pile your slash along 
your driveway, and it will be picked up there. 
+ Finally, if you plan to be eliminating live trees with a base diameter of larger than 3 
inches, Game Trail’s covenants require that you first have a consultation with a Forestry 
Committee member and get approval.  With that said, we are encouraging proper tree 
thinning for wildfire defense and forest health, including dwarf mistletoe management, 
so don’t hesitate to contact us for support.  
 
If your lot is in the red area on the map, don’t wait until the last minute; begin your slash 
collection and piling now!  FREE slash pick up is a true benefit for our community.  We 
hope you will participate!   



 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me.   
 
Kari Allen 
Game Trail Forestry Committee Volunteer 
kariallenbv@gmail.com 
720-849-6021 
 
Ips Beetle info from the Envision Chaffee County Forest Health Council 
The Ips bark beetle attacks piñon trees located in the lower-elevation Piñon-Juniper 
forests in Chaffee County. Ips beetles can kill Piñon trees in mass numbers by creating 
tunnels between the bark and wood of branches and the trunk to mate and lay eggs. 
Once hatched, the larvae attack the tree's food and water supply, killing the tree and the 
needles quickly fade from green to straw-colored. The beetles become active in spring 
when nighttime temperatures are at least 40 degrees for two consecutive weeks. They 
can remain active until October when nighttime temperatures drop below 40 degrees for 
two consecutive weeks. Management strategies include not cutting any green/live piñon 
branches or do whole tree removal during the beetle’s active periods from April to 
October.  Usually by October 1, Chaffee County starts getting lows around 40, and it will 
be okay to do work on these trees then. 
 
NOTE:  You are receiving this message because you signed up for Game Trail alerts-
notices.  If you no longer want to receive these emails, please reply with your request, 
and your name will be removed from the distribution list. 


