
 

P. O. Box 4110         (719) 395-2742 
Buena Vista, CO 81211 
 

GTA Board Meeting  
Called to order by Denny Witte, June 9, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. Meeting held on-line 

 

On-Line attendance: 

Denny Witte, Olivia Powell, Cam Torrens, Jan Johnson, Cindy Waskom, Sandy Long, Linda Craig, Dave 
Nelson, Fred Balmos, Jurgen Mohr, Dick Sorce, Todd Allen 

May 2021 minutes approved via email and have been posted on the website. 
 

GTA Member Forum:  No report 

New Agenda Items: None 

Treasurer’s Report: All bills are paid and current. Jan has recently billed for the special assessment. The 
$256.00 fees have started to come in. All areas are running at or under budget with no areas of concern 
at this time. 
 

Committee Chair Reports 

Forestry:  Kari reports coordinating with the Roads Committee on Chaffee Chips directions that will soon 
be sent to residents. Fred made the point that if owners have a driveway that allows for a trailer to turn, 
they should flag the drive for pickup, rather than having to bring their slash to the road. 
 

JT Shaver is still gathering signatures from officials for our approved CWPP, and our Firewise application, 
which is still pending.  
 

Gary Craig is in contact with Mr. Atkins of the Chaffee County Office of Emergency Management to draft 
a Game Trail evacuation plan.  
 

Several homeowners have sprayed for spruce budworm.  Kari and Fred both continue to conduct lot 
evaluations. 
 

ACC: Three homes have been recently completed and two more should be finished in August. There are 
eighteen homes currently under construction and one has just broken ground. 
 

Jurgen also reported two recent “washouts” of cement trucks on Game Trail roadways next to building 
sites. (The cement truck drivers are cleaning out their cement trucks and dumping extra cement next to 
GT roads.) The ACC requested a short revision to the ACP to address the issue requiring all “washouts” 
to be done on the lot with the contractor responsible for removal of the excess cement. The revision 
would most likely be placed in section E 12: Building Guidelines & Requirements/Contractor 
Responsibilities.  
 



There has been no activity at a building site on National Forest for some time now. The homeowner is 
not meeting the schedule he previously presented to the ACC and Board to complete his home. The 
Board agreed to contact the person in question and persuade more action. 
 

The ACC discussed the storage of building and site plans along with the miscellaneous items acquired 
over the last three years. Currently Jan Johnson is storing a large number of building plans and samples. 
It was agreed that the samples did not need to be retained past the completion date of the home, but it 
was important to keep plans on file. Once a future storage building is completed, that would be a likely 
home for such information, along with electronic filing. 
 

Another project, which has been under construction since 2016, has a dark sky policy violation which the 
ACC has pursued several times without response or correction. The Board agreed to get involved in the 
discussion and held a brief discussion about steps that are necessary before levying fines. 
 

The ACC will be replacing two members. The Board expressed interest in being involved in the interview 
process for potential candidates.  
 

Commons:  Todd reported that the west dog run has been reopened and the east dog run is now closed.  
Signage and dog bag dispensers have been swapped over.  Large rocks were removed from the west run 
and the surface was dragged to improve the space for users.  Noxious weed mitigation will be done in 
the east run this summer.  
 

Cheatgrass mitigation for the development may require more resources, but individual owners are 
encouraged to view the email and watch the video for removal of this noxious weed on their lots.  
 

The Commons team took a tour of the water well structures that was led by Jann and Rick.  A list of 
maintenance items was made and is slated to be done this summer.  The list includes painting the 
exterior wall and door of well H and improving the door seal.  The rails will be painted at well AB and 
snow fence will be added to hopefully make it easier to access in the winter. 
 

The Commons team has been monitoring the items being placed in the dumpsters at the trash/recycle 
center.  We continue to have issues with un-collapsed boxes and plastic bags being dropped off.  A long-
handled grabber has been placed near the dumpsters to aid us in retrieving these items.  We added 
prominently placed signage that will hopefully prevent some of the misuse that has been happening.  
Keeping and maintaining the recycle center is even more important now that Angel of Shavano has 
ceased recycle service in the valley.  Our service by Chaffee County Waste is now the only recycle service 
available. 
 

The wood fence at the trash/recycle center will be repaired and extended toward the north to help keep 
the dumpsters out of view for the homes nearby.  The recycle dumpsters had “migrated” to the north 
over the past year and have been moved back to the south to help with this as well.  
The forest committee marked trees to be removed with pink ribbon in the common space to the west of 
the mail center.  We will organize a day and invite any and all who would like to help with the process of 
removing them, cutting firewood and hauling slash. 
 

Roads: Game Trail roads are bladed twice a year, with the second time in August. Dave agreed that it 
will be possible to work with Forestry’s CHIPS program in terms of picking up slash and organizing the 
slash pit accordingly. Dave anticipates that spending will increase during this year. Volunteers will be 
needed to replace the flags on Great Peaks drive and some help will be needed to put up new speed 
limit signs. 

Communications: Notices/alerts were sent for Chaffee Rec Plan Input, Dura Blend Application to Roads 
and the Annual Water Report. There were no negative responses to these communications. 
 
  



The May Newsletter was posted on the website. Topics included:  

✓ Benefits of Volunteering  

✓  Chaffee Chips Event Registration  

✓  Rules and Regulations Updates  

✓  Road Work Schedule for Summer/Fall 2021  

✓  Recycling Guidelines  

✓  Dog Run Improvements  

✓  Recommendations for Wildfire Risk Reduction  

✓  Community Wildfire Protection Plan Updates  

✓  Tree Seedling Planting Workshop  
  
Linda reminded the Board and committee chairs to check their Spam folder whenever checking email. 
She is communicating with WebHostingHub about possible solutions to this problem.  
 

Finance: The Board expressed its appreciation for Dick Sorce’s many years of service. While no one can 
replace him, there will be a need for an individual or committee with CPA experience or knowledge of 
Not-For-Profit finances to take up the finance position.  

 

STR: No new STR applications were received in May. One new owner requested information and an 
application.  Jan is still waiting on three owners to provide approval certificates from Chaffee County.  
None of those are advertising their properties for rent, which they were advised of until GT receives the 
approval certificates from the county.   

Nominating: No report 

 

Water: Sandy reported only one over user in May which was the repeat offender on Main Range who 

used 10,550 gallons.  There were three homes on the Continuous Leak Report that have been contacted 

with this information.  

 

The Water Committee spent several days working to isolate the location of leakage from Tank B. Leak 

appears to be in the line which runs from the intersection of Mountainside and Timberline to the 

intersection of West Ridge and Timberline North. The committee members may have to engage in 

another evening’s work, which will include shutting off water to homes in the affected area, in order to 

isolate the leak. 

 

Five houses have had water connections since November 1 and will be updated for the June 30 meter 

readings. 

 

Discussion continued about a repeat over-user on Main Range.  Denny sent an email to the owner.  They 

anticipate being over the limit (7,500 gallons) due to their large family. Sandy agreed to have the water 

committee show them their daily usage, and asked if other large families could share how they have 

reduced their water consumption. The Board also considered the idea of increasing fines for continuous 

over usage. 
 
Communications received:  
Snow fence still up – contacted owner 

Painting contractor signs up – signs have been removed 



Lights on overnight – contacted owner 

Household trash left outside – housekeeping service was responsible and has been replaced 

More “chainsaw” yard art – the Board is reluctant to make policy on this matter 

Site improvements before approval – the ACC will address with owner 

Address change from Timberline to Eagles Ridge – legal agreed, request approved 

ATV in “meadow” – the Board requests that any violations in the conservation easement be reported 
immediately 
 

Old business:   
Annual Meeting Planning – Saturday, September 11 - Our group meal will be from Station 24, consisting 
of breakfast burritos (including vegetarian or gluten free options) with fixings, coffee, and a juice bar. 
(Bring your own additions to beverages, if desired.) GT owners will gather in the common area by the 
mailboxes to socialize and eat at 9:30 and the meeting will begin at 11:00. The home tour will follow 
immediately after. In case of bad weather, everything will be postponed to Sunday, September 12. 

New business:    
Variance request 17501 Pony Run - A variance to the 100-foot setback (required for larger Game Trail 
properties) to provide adequate cross fencing for up to 3 horses - but not interfering with utility 
easements - was approved, given that fencing complies with the covenants and Consolidated 
Architectural Control policies. 
 

Backsen Trail – The trail that allows Game Trail residents to access the National Forest and the Colorado 
Trail has been blocked in several places by trees that came down in heavy winter/spring winds. Interest 
was expressed in getting volunteers to clear the path. Dave agreed to speak to the Forest Service to see 
if ATV’s/UTV’s could be used to remove firewood. 
 

Executive Session: Clare moved to go into Executive session. Cam seconded. Motion passed.  

Meeting Adjourned: At 7:45 the Board came out of Executive Session. Cam moved to adjourn and Cindy 
seconded. Motion passed. 

Next Board meeting: July 14, 2021. Location: ZOOM 


