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Editor’s Note: For many of us, it is
a dream-come-true to live in the
mountains. That doesn’t mean we
come equipped with the knowledge
to care for the forest’s health and to
minimize wildfire risk. That’s what
this special edition is all about! We
hope you find this informative.
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Denny Witte, Board President

Forest Brings Wildlife, Beauty . . . & Risk of Wildfire
Welcome to our special Game Trail newsletter on Forest Health and Wildfire Defense. I spend a lot of time hiking and snowshoeing west of Game Trail in
the North Cottonwood Creek drainage, along the Colorado Trail, in the Harvard
Lakes area, and in the forest above 3 Elk. This area is in the San Isabel National
Forest, one of eleven national forests in Colorado. It has an area of 1.120M acres
or 1,750 square miles. Forests are one of Colorado’s most precious resources.
When you combine the mountains and forests of the Upper Arkansas Valley it’s
easy to claim we live in one of the most beautiful areas in the world.
The forest does bring beauty and wildlife literally to our back door in Game
Trail. However, it also brings the risk of wildfire. Actual pictures tell the story.
The top picture is taken in
the forest one mile west of
Game Trail above Mountaintop and Aspen Turn roads.
It’s easy to see the dense
stand of lodgepole pine, with
a number of them dead and
many downed trees.
This
picture is typical of the forest
west of us. It would become
a tinderbox, if fire ever got
started.
The bottom picture tells
another story. This is from
just west above Aspen Turn.
It looks very different than the
first picture. Why? About 13years-ago, Game Trail volunteers worked with the National Forest Service to remove
dead and downed trees and
to thin the existing stands.
This section of forest is
healthier and more defensible
should a fire ever occur. We
need MORE of this kind of
timber around Game Trail!
Several of our Forestry
Committee projects are focused on thinning and clearing dead timber west of Game
Trail. This is very important
work.

Photos by Denny Witte
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Seedling Planting Workshop Available to Game Trail Owners on May 1
Are you interested in learning how to improve your property’s forest health?
One way is to increase the diversity of your trees, both in age and species. To
learn more, the Forestry Committee is offering a seedling tree planting workshop on Saturday, May 1 for Game Trail residents.
Committee member, Dana Braatz, will lead us through the following agenda
at his home on Timberline Drive. Dana will have seedling trees for demonstration and planting. Part of the discussion will include how to care for seedlings
with little supplemental water in
order to adhere to Game Trail’s
outdoor watering rules. Information from the Colorado State
Forest Service on its seedling
sale program will be provided
along with a discussion about
the best tree species for Game
Trail’s climate and elevation.
If you would like to participate, contact Dana Braatz directly at djbraatz@gmail.com or 719323-8150. The group will be
limited to no more than 25 Game
Trail households, and current
COVID protocols will be followed. Bring any preferred safety equipment like
glasses and gloves. The workshop will be held rain, snow, or shine. The wetter
the better for the seedlings. The tree planting site is approximately 100 yards
off Timberline Drive. It is a gentle uphill walk from the road.
This is a great opportunity to learn how to improve our forests. Thank you
to Dana for the idea and leadership on this workshop!

Seedling Planting Workshop
Saturday, May 1
30537 Timberline Drive
Time

Activity

9:009:20

Introductions ~
Refreshments ~ Mingle

9:209:35

Forestry Committee
Updates ~ Agenda ~
Materials ~ Explanation
of labeled example trees

9:3510:05

Seedling planting steps
with a demonstration

10:0510:30

Get your hands dirty.
Plant a seedling, ask
questions.

10:3010:45

Wrap up ~ Wander the
lot ~ Look at success
and failures

Kari Allen, Forestry Committee

Game Trail Selected for Chaffee Chips Program;
Slash Pick-Up Dates are August 27, 28, 29
Game Trail has been selected to participate in the
fall 2021 Chaffee Chips program. Chaffee Chips is a
fairly new, county-wide fire mitigation program that
helps landowners create defensible space around their
homes by coordinating neighborhood slash removal
and chipping services.
Game Trail’s event and slash pick-up dates
are August, 27-29 and is primarily for dead and
downed slash. We do not recommend making
fresh cuts on trees in the summer months. Damaging beetles are attracted to freshly cut limbs
and will take hold quickly. Piñon trees are particularly susceptible to Ips beetle if cut during the
warm months.
In the weeks leading up to a slash haul-away
event, property owners are asked to clear dead
brush and trees and pile slash along the roadside . Then they work with service partners during
the event to load or chip slash that is disposed of

at the Chaffee County Landfill. We will provide additional information early this summer so that you may
plan accordingly.
If desired, Chaffee Chips includes property assessments by the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) to
help homeowners make a fire mitigation plan.
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Game Trail & Adventure Unlimited Ranches Awarded $90K
CSFS Forest Restoration & Wildfire Mitigation Grant
In December 2020, the Forestry Committee, in partnership with Adventure Unlimited Ranches (AU), applied for
the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) Forest Restoration and Wildfire Risk Mitigation grant. On March 2, we
learned that the grant application was successfully funded
for the full $91,500!
The project focuses on Game Trail’s 20-acre common
area on our western border, plus five acres on two private
lots adjacent to the common area, and 60 acres along
AU’s south border (Game Trail’s north border). The emphasis is to mitigate wildfire risk by thinning trees and creating a fuel break, while improving forest health and wildlife habitat.
Currently, the forest in
GT’s 20-acre common area
is in bad shape in several regards. There are a lot of
dead standing and downed
trees. There are overly thick
stands of trees that are competing for sun and moisture. Mistletoe is present in
some of the lodgepole and
heavy
spruce
budworm damage is present in
some Douglas fir.

“The emphasis is

better withstand wind throw or “blow-downs.” Most lodgepole pines will be removed, except for small groups to
transition the edges of the treated area to the surrounding
forest. Downed trees will be removed. Special attention
will be made to preserve the wild turkey roosting areas.
A contractor with whom AU has collaborated in the
past will perform most of the work. This includes cutting
the trees, removing and piling most slash, and harvesting
usable timber. The contractor will access the GT common
area from AU’s southwest corner, and will not be traveling
across private GT properties. Slash will be burned in the
winter by members of the Salida-based Colorado Fire
Camp under county permits and rules. Adam Moore and
JT Shaver from the CSFS will evaluate the work to ensure
it meets the grant’s requirements.

The total cost of the combined-area project is
$200,900. The grant covers $91,500 of the cost, and reby thinning trees
quires an equal in-kind match (cash and/or labor). The
and creating a fuel break cost to treat just GT’s acreage in the project is $54,000.
Game Trail dedicated 300 hours of volunteer service and a
while improving forest health $3,000 cash donation from a GT resident totaling an
$11,400 in-kind match. We are grateful to AU for fulfilling
and wildlife habitat”
the remainder in-kind match through its cash sources and
volunteers.
to mitigate wildfire risk

As a result, a lot of trees in this area are not healthy,
making them susceptible to drought and disease. Removing ground debris and significant thinning not only
would help in regard to fire risk, but also would improve
overall tree health. Although it will take a few years, the
opened space will regenerate existing aspen and grasses.

To fulfill GT’s commitment, Game Trail volunteers will
be needed mostly in 2022 and 2023 and will be helping
with slash piling and landscape reclamation. Any GT property owner may volunteer. If you are interested in volunteering, contact forestry@gametrailassn.org.
Although
outside of the scope of the grant, the Forestry Committee
may also seek volunteers to plant aspen seedlings in 2024
in the newly treated common area.

Work begins this summer on 20 AU acres. In 2022,
another 20 AU acres will be treated along with 13 GT
acres. Work will conclude in 2023 with the final 20 AU
acres and 12 GT acres.

Smaller lodgepole pines may be used by the Commons Committee to repair fences by the dog corrals and
mail center. There is a possibility there may be firewood
available for GT owners; details are yet to be determined.

The work will adhere to current CSFS research, standards, and best practices. Douglas fir and ponderosa
pines will be thinned leaving small stands of 2-20 trees.
Small groups of trees are preferred over even-thinning to

The Forestry Committee thanks the GTA Board for its
support and approval. If you’d like details, the grant application is on the Forestry Committee webpage.

Rocky Mountain PBS Episode Reviews Forest History & Research-Based Management
Adventure Unlimited Ranches
(AU), Game Trail’s neighbors to
the north, follows forest health
practices based on current research and principles. Timon Keller, AU’s Land Manager and Steve
Murray, AU’s Ranch Foreman,
have offered to give a presentation
to Game Trail owners. If you are
interested, please email forestry@gametrailassn.org.

In the meantime, we encourage you to watch a Rocky Mountain PBS episode called “Colorado
Experience: Forests of Change.” It
reviews the science, research and
principles that AU follows.
The episode’s summary is,
“Humans have had a relationship
with forests for eons. But today,
Colorado’s forests are changing,

potentially altering this intrinsic
connection. Follow scientists and
historians as they work to understand this transformation. Decipher
tree rings, analyze aerial imagery,
and learn of Colorado’s long history to unroot the causes and consequences of Colorado’s changing
forests.”
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Kari Allen, Forestry Committee

Commons
Committee
Game Trail’s Community Wildfire Protection
Plan Nearing
Completion
In 2008, Game Trail developed
its first Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). Over the last
several months, the Forestry Committee has been collaborating with
the Colorado State Forest Service
to update that plan. We are in the
final stages, and hope to have approval by May.
What is a CWPP, and why is it
important to develop one?
According to FEMA, “The
Healthy Forest Restoration Act of
2003 was the initiating legislation
for the development of CWPPs.
This legislation encourages communities to develop these plans to
help reduce their risk to wildfire loss
as well as create healthier natural
ecosystems . . . Sometimes a community’s grant application can be
given more priority depending upon
whether or not they have a CWPP
in place.”
For Game Trail, the importance
lies in providing a blueprint, both in
regard to education and actions,
that can reduce wildfire chances
and damage. If we commit to the
CWPP as a community, we can
better defend our neighborhood
and improve the health and habitat
of our forest.

Lines Up Busy, Productive
Goal 2: Fire-Adapted
Maintenance
Season
Communities

What is in Game Trail’s CWPP?

The first part of the plan involves Game Trail details and maps
including our:
• Wildland Urban Interface
• Adjacent Landowners
• Risk Analysis
• Wildfire Preparedness
• Recommended Methods to Reduce Structural Ignition

In regard to Game Trail’s implementation plan, actions were written to correlate with the Chaffee
County Next Generation Community Wildfire Protection Plan goals
and objectives. Where appropriate,
the county’s language was modified
to be Game Trail-specific. You may
read the entire Game Trail CWPP
draft, but here is a short list of the
goals and objectives.
Goal 1: Fire-Resilient Forests
and Productive Habitat
Objective A: Treating Together.
Treat Game Trail common spaces,
cutting the risk wildfire poses.
1. Create a fuel break in the
Westside 20-Acre Open Space
2. Thin West Ridge / Main Range
Open Space

Objective A: Chaffee Treats,
Chaffee Chips and County Fire Protection District Slash Trailers
Objective B: Collaborative Communications. Update the Forestry
Committee Webpage and Living in
Game Trail Pamphlet
Objective C: Firewise USA. Apply
for, become and maintain status as
a Firewise USA Community.
Goal 3: Safe and Effective
Wildfire Response
Objective A: Emergency Evacuation Notice and Planning
1. Everbridge Registrations: Encourage owners to register for
Chaffee County’s reverse 911
program called Everbridge.
2. Wildfire Evacuation Planning
Objective B: First Responder and
Emergency Vehicle Access
1. Address Identification
2. Fire Hydrants
3. Driveways
Goal 5: Strategic Funding for
Healthy Forests
Objective A: Grant Work Group.
Develop a Forestry Committee
work group to research and apply
annually for grants and other funds
focused on forest health and wildfire mitigation.

Kari Allen, Forestry Committee

County’s Chaffee Treats Program in Grant-Proposal Stage
The Chaffee Treats program identifies landowners who
are interested in having grant-funded forest mitigation work
done on their property. The program is seated in the
Chaffee County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The
goal is to improve our forest's health and wildfire protection
as well as protecting our neighbors.
In October and November 2020, interested Game Trail
owners evaluated the mitigation needs for their property
and completed Landowner Assessment Field Notes forms
to apply for the program. In December 2020, the Forestry
Committee submitted all of Game Trail’s applications representing, 121 property owners, covering 137 lots, and totaling 364 acres.

Since then, Chaffee
Treats Coordinator Ben
Brack and the Envision
Chaffee County Forest
Health Council have
been working to identify
2,000 acres throughout
northern Chaffee County to include in the grant proposal due in March 2021. At
this time, we don’t know how many Game Trail acres, or
which Game Trail properties were considered for the grant.
If the grant is successful, mitigation work would likely
begin no sooner than fall 2021 and more likely in 2022.
We will keep you posted as we learn more.
Envision Chaffee County recently posted this update.
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Offers Framework & Resources for
Achieving Wildfire Defense Goals
As part of it’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan
(CWPP), Game Trail plans to become a Firewise
USA® community. We hope to submit our application
in early summer. The Firewise USA® framework and
resources are a proven process for achieving a community’s wildfire defense goals. Below are some details from Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) and
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Firewise
USA® websites about the program.

What is Firewise USA®?
Firewise USA®
is
a
national
recognition program that provides instructional resources to
inform people how to adapt to living with wildfire and
encourages neighbors to work together and take action
to reduce their wildfire risk.

Why Become a Firewise USA® Community?
Meeting the criteria for becoming a Firewise USA®
site helps communities get organized and find direction
for their wildfire safety efforts. As people go through
the process, they learn about wildfire risks in the community and the simple things they can do to reduce
them. Also, knowing that they are using the best information available and actually taking steps to reduce
the risk of damage from fire helps people start to feel
safer in their environment and in their homes.
The program builds a sense of community as well.
As neighbors get together to do work, often meeting
one another for the first time, they build a stronger
bond with each other. Activity can help rally people to a
common cause for the good of the neighborhood.

While the work can be fun, it isn’t always easy. Neighbors work very hard, and they are rightly proud of what
they achieve in and for the community.
Financial considerations can also be a benefit.
Preference is sometimes given to Firewise USA® sites
for wildfire safety or fuel mitigation grants. Additionally,
USAA offers a discount to customers living in a Firewise USA® community. Other insurance companies
are also considering offering discounts.

Requirements to be a Firewise USA® Site
First, communities need to form a Firewise USA®
committee. Game Trail’s Forestry Committee can
serve this role.
As part of the process, the CSFS needs to conduct
a community-wide wildfire risk assessment. Game
Trail is in the process of having this done. We should
receive the results soon. Additionally, the committee
needs to create an action plan. Our CWPP is our action plan. Next, the committee needs to hold outreach
events and work with neighbors to address fire mitigation. Events can be educational or actionable.
To maintain its status, communities need to
“invest” a minimum of $27.20 per dwelling unit annually
in risk reduction activities. This “investment” is equal
to one hour of volunteer service per home, per year.
To apply for Firewise USA® recognition, the Forestry Committee will work with our county liaison, Chief
Robert Bertram with the Chaffee County Fire Protection District. Liaisons approve applications, with final
processing completed by the NFPA.

Adapted from the Colorado State Forest Service Website

Creating Defensible Space Gives Your Home a Fighting Chance
Defensible space is the area
around a home or other structure that
has been modified to reduce fire hazard. In this area, natural and
manmade fuels are treated, cleared or
reduced to slow the spread of wildfire.
Creating defensible space also works
in the reverse, and reduces the
chance of a structure fire spreading to
neighboring homes or the surrounding
forest. Defensible space gives your
home a fighting chance against an
approaching wildfire.
Creating an effective defensible
space involves a series of management zones in which different treatment techniques are used. Develop

these zones around each building on
your property, including detached garages, storage buildings, barns and
other structures.
We highly encourage you to refer
to the CSFS publication: Creating
Wildfire-Defensible Zones for details
on how to create wildfire-defensible
space around your home.
In essence, there are three zones
needed for defensible space:
• Zone 1: 0’-30’ nearest to the home
where most, if not all, fuels should
be removed.
• Zone 2: 30’-100’ from the home
where fuels should be transitionally

reduced to diminish the intensity of
a fire.
• Zone 3: 100+’ from the home and
further transition into healthy forested areas.
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Outside Burning Covenant Clarified in New Outdoor Burning Rule & Reg
Game Trail has always had a covenant prohibiting out
door burning. For clarification and enforcement, the Game
Trail Association Board recently adopted Rule and Regulation 2021-01 Outside Burning. It states:
1. Paragraph 7 of the Master Covenants includes the
sentence "No outdoor burning of trash or other material will be permitted on the property except by Game
Trail or under its immediate supervision".
2. Outdoor burning means the combustion of material in
an open fire or in an open container, without providing
for the control of combustion or the control of the emissions from the combustion.
3. To provide further clarification of the Master Covenant
and to include Filings 1 and 2, the use of the following

outdoor burning devices ARE NOT permitted on any
GTA property, including privately owned lots:
a. open fireplaces
b. open firepits
c. open fire bowls
d. charcoal grills
e. chiminea
4. To provide further clarification of the Master Covenant
and to include Filings 1 and 2, the use of the following
outdoor burning devices are ALLOWED on GTA property, including privately owned lots:
a. pellet grills that control combustion and control
emissions
b. propane grills
c. propane fire tables, firepits, and fireplaces

Fred Balmos, Forestry Committee Chair

How do Fire Fighters Approach a Game Trail Fire; Access Water?
The Chaffee County Fire Protection District serves the rural areas of
the county. That being the case,
many procedures are different than
those found in urban areas, particularly large cities.
First, equipment personnel available for responses are generally greater in urban areas. In contrast, structure density, wildland conditions, and road surfaces are different, and distances travelled overall
are much longer in rural situations.
This leads me to availability of
water, which can come from several
sources. Most people recognize a
fire hydrant. They can differ in color
for a number of reasons, but ours in
Game Trail are red. They are all
marked with blue reflective tape and
have a snow flag attached.
Game Trail is known to have a
good hydrant system. Game Trail’s
hydrants are gravity-fed with readily
available water. This is unlike some
subdivisions that rely on "dry hydrants" where water must be
pumped or drawn out, or cisterns
which are giant plastic containers
either above or below ground, which
also must be pumped out.
With water supply sometimes
not assured, the CCFPD takes no
chances, and has made it a practice
to bring its own water. We train

NOTE: Forestry Committee Chair
and Game Trail resident Fred Balmos
is also a volunteer for the CCFPD.
We asked Fred to describe how the
CCFPD responds to a rural area fire,
especially in regard to water supply.

heavily on water supply, transfer and
application. When a call is dispatched for a fire, the second truck
out of a station is a water carrier or
"tender." A tender will carry 2,000 to
3,000 gallons, and other tenders will
surely be rolling out of the other stations as well.
Upon arrival, the engine, or
"pumper," which has a limited supply
of water onboard, will begin initial
attack. The next group of firefighters
will handle water supply directly to
the pumper either by hooking up to a
hydrant, "nursing" from a nearby
tender,
or
"drafting,"
which
is pumping water from a "drop tank"
similar to an above-ground pool.
Even if a hydrant is utilized, tenders are on hand, as sometimes hydrants have problems. The
drop tank is refilled by a tender shuttle system, which moves water as
quickly as possible from a nearby
source to the drop tank. The nearby

source can be a hydrant, the Arkansas River, Cottonwood Creek, etc.
Hydrants are preferred if available, but CCFPD does not leave that
to chance. A good secure, reliable,
and plentiful water source can greatly improve the chances of a successful attack, containment and extinguishment of the fire.
Knowing the location of the
nearest hydrant or alternate water
source is vital. Good visibility of,
and easy access to, hydrants and
other water sources reduces the
time needed to secure them into the
supply system. This helps the hose
team get water flowing faster and
keep it flowing. A map of hydrant
locations is a useful tool, whether it
be on paper or a computer APP.
CCFPD does not have computers mounted in response vehicles
like law enforcement does. CCFPD
relies on hand-held devices such as
cell phones, and uses an APP
known as Active 911. One of the
many functions of this APP is a map
showing locations of nearby hydrants.
CCFPD is dedicated to serving
Chaffee County with the resources it
has available and trains frequently to
stay ready and capable to do the job
our residents want and deserve.
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Water Committee

Outside Water Use Very
Limited in Game Trail

Sandy Long, Water Committee

Spring is in the air around Game
Trail. Our limited outside water usage season is upon us: April 1
through October 31.

Game Trail’s water hydrants are connected to the community’s
overall water system and are tested annually to ensure they are working
properly. The hydrants are either gravity-fed or are served by a pressurized system, so water is ready to flow at all times.

Each lot is allowed only
2,939
gallons for that sevenmonth period. This may seem like a
lot, but keep in mind that one outside
faucet left on, unattended, for 24
hours will go through 3,200 gallons
or more, depending on the size of
the hose. Any kind of automated
outside watering system is discouraged as those systems can consume very large amounts of water in
a short time.

Game Trail volunteers test the hydrants every year. Main water
valves throughout the neighborhood are also tested/exercised annually
by volunteers.

If you are new to Game Trail,
take time to review Rule and Regulation 12-04 “Allowable use of Outside
Water.”

Outside watering is a privilege
which we all need to protect. Abuses could easily bring about a violation of our water rights with the
State that could lead to curtailment
of our outside watering for the entire
subdivision.

Game Trail
Committee
Chairs
Architectural Control

Larry Gleeson & John Hulkonen

Commons

Todd Allen & Jack Bell

Communications
Linda Craig

Finance & Audit
Dick Sorce

Forestry

Fred Balmos

Nominating
Jerri Caskey

Roads

Dave Nelson

Water

Jann Hopp & Sandy Long

Game Trail Water Hydrants Tested Yearly

Following is a list of Game Trail hydrants. Note: The numbers in
parentheses indicate the number on the hydrant.
1. Filing 17 Elk Corridor Lot 4 (18)
2. Corner on east side of Elk Meadow and the north
entrance of Habitat Drive Lot 16 (15)
3. Valley View Drive at sharp bend in the road Lot 23
(16)
4. Behind the mail center on West Ridge Lot 1 (3)
5. Corner of Northwoods Circle Lot 8 (2)
6. Corner of North Meadow Way and Great Peaks
Drive (1)
7. West Ridge Lot 41
8. Corner of Timberline North and National Forest (7)
9. Timberline and driveway to pump station B Lot 7 (6)
10. Corner of Eagles Ridge and Trails End (14)
11. Corner of Eagles Ridge and Creek Run (13)
12. County Road 365 west of Creek Run (15)
13. Corner of Eagles Ridge and Mountaintop Drive (11)
14. End of Mountaintop Drive Note: Standpipe for a
small hose
15. End of Aspen Turn Lot 21 (10)
16. Eagles Ridge next to old Tank D Filing 12 Lot 9 (9)
17. San Isabel Road (8)
18. Halfway up Mountaintop Drive Lot 14 (12)
19. Pony Run Note: Standpipe for a small hose

Fred Balmos, Forestry Committee Chair

Spring Snow Can Augment Watering Needs
Spring snows are generally much
heavier and have a higher moisture
content than the snow that falls earlier in the winter. This difference can
cause problems with roofs in the form
of ice dams, heavier loads and safety
issues. The added weight can also
injure trees by breaking limbs and
causing small tress to be bent by the
larger drifts.
Careful removal of the snow can
reduce the possibility of further damage. Limbs that break and fall should
be gathered when possible, then taken to the slash pit when it opens.
There is however a benefit from
the moisture-rich snow that falls this
time of year, and I have been taking

advantage of it for years. When I
plow my driveway in early season, I
move the snow far enough away to
allow for sufficient room to clear the
driveway the same way all season.
In March, I begin moving as
much snow as possible to areas
where I have younger trees that usually need a wetter start to the growing
season. Some of the mounds that I
create around these trees are pretty
impressive and when packed down
melt more slowly and provide water a
few more weeks into the season.
This seems to help with the aspen trees a bit, and it doesn't require
much more effort. Something to
think about.
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What’s Bugging You? Common Threats to Tree Health
Here are the most likely bugs and diseases found on
our Game Trail trees. Thanks to the Colorado State Forest
Service for providing photographs and descriptions.
Western Spruce Budworm
• Douglas fir & true firs preferred, but will attack spruce
• Larvae feed on current year’s foliage
• 4-5 years of continuous defoliation can result in tree
mortality and significant top kill
• Control: Spray pesticide on small scale and maintain a
healthy, diverse forest
A misnamed bug because it
loves to eat Douglas fir needles in our neighborhood. It
appears shortly after new
needle growth begins. The
new larvae “parachute” down
from the trees’ tops to eat
more needles farther down
the tree.
Mountain Pine Beetle
• Bark beetle that attacks pines including lodgepole, ponderosa, and bristlecone
• Attracted to stressed trees and prefer large old trees
• Control: Maintain healthy stands or use a verbenone
chemical treatment, an anti-aggression pheromone that
“repels” the beetles, chemical treatment
Ips Beetle
• A bark beetle that attacks piñon, pine and spruce
• There are 11 species of Ips found in Colorado
• Control: Maintain vigorous tree health; insecticides can
be used
Unfortunately, these two beetles seem to be endemic in
Game Trail. Watch for sawdust or small pitch pockets on
tree trunks. Reach out to the Forestry Committee for evaluation if you suspect a Mountain Pine Beetle attack.
Limit tree pruning to early spring (prior to May 1) and late
fall (after October 1). The bugs are attracted to the tree’s
scents as it heals the pruning cuts.
Dwarf Mistletoe
• Affects all ages
and sizes of ponderosa and lodgepole pines, as well
as Douglas fir and
piñon pine to a
lesser degree
• Parasitic plant that robs the tree of nutrients and water,
which causes growth reduction, poor tree form, loss of
wood quality and subsequently premature death
• Control: Prune mistletoe infected branches and/or remove infected trees

Aspen trees, bugs, blights, fungus, deer, and diseases just
seem to go together. Aspen are what we call a “shortlived” tree species. A healthy lifespan for Aspen is 75-150
years. During that lifespan, they are susceptible to all sorts
of maladies.
Aspen Cankers
• A fungal infection of aspen trees which cause cankers
or wounds on the
tree bark
• Caused by various
fungi including
Ceratocystis and Cytospera
• Does not always
cause tree mortality
due to slow development of the canker
Marssonina Blight
• The most common
disease affecting aspen trees; it is
caused by the Marssonina fungus
• Although there is leaf
discoloration, this
condition is usually
not damaging
• Control: Timely fungicide application can prevent sever outbreaks

Local Tree Service
Providers Available
There are several local tree service
providers that are ready to help
homeowners. Services may range from smallscale pruning and spraying to large-scale fire mitigation and forest management.
Below are some providers for consideration.
Game Trail does not specifically endorse any of
these companies. Individuals are responsible for
vetting and contracting services.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All West of Colorado 719-395-3458
Blue Ox Tree Care 719-207-1146
Bristlecone Tree Care 970-389-3968
Chalk Creek Chipping: 719-308-0309
Jetco Inc. 719-395-8811
Out-on-a-Limb Tree Services 720-799-3752
Mountain Shadow Tree Service 719-640-9944
Terra Firma Forestry 719-539-4944
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Tree Upkeep Includes Knowing HOA Rules, Proper Pruning & Disposal
Tree Removal Policy
In the Game Trail Covenants, approval is required for
removal of any living tree with a base diameter of more
than 3 inches. Furthermore, the covenants state, “Each
property owner shall maintain the trees on his tract in accordance with approved forestry practices for protection of
his trees and trees on adjoining tracts.”
Many Game Trail lots have too many trees, spaced too
close to each other. Please contact the Forestry Committee for guidance on fire protection, forest health and related
tree removal. Also, refrain from making fresh cuts on trees
in the summer months Damaging beetles are attracted to
freshly cut limbs.
Limb Pruning
Pruning is a three-cut process. One and two remove
almost all the limb and allow a safe and easy cut number
three. You want to make the third cut just past the tree’s
branch collar. A helpful rule-of-thumb: Leave enough of the
branch stub to hang your hat.

Removing the lower limbs from a large tree is a multiyear process. The tree needs energy to heal the wounds
you’ve just made. And you’ve just removed a source of its
photosynthesis energy.
Safety
Don’t be another horror story for an ER doctor to tell. A
chainsaw is the most lethal tool any of us may ever use.
Respect it with proper safety equipment, knowledge, and
technique. Understand the law of gravity and what a 15pound limb falling ten feet can do to the top of your head.
Disposal of Tree Cuttings
The slash pit, located south off of Great Peaks Drive, is
open seasonally to Game Trail residents only, from April 1
to October 31.
Residents may dump tree and brush trimmings from lot
cleanup projects in designated areas. There is a small
area designated for larger stumps. No other materials may
be deposited. Slash materials are burned every winter
under county fire permit requirements.
Residents may remove rocks for landscaping, but not
any dirt or gravel. All dirt and gravel materials in the Pit are
the property of Game Trail and are used for road work.
Any contractor who wants to dump or store excavation materials from home construction work needs to obtain
prior approval from the Roads Committee.
The Pit can be closed at any time for routine maintenance, or because of misuse.

Kari Allen, Forestry Committee

Noxious Weeds Threaten Natural Landscape &
Wildlife Habitat While Posing Increased Wildfire Threat
Keeping noxious weeds at bay is another important task to reduce wildfire
fuels and to achieve a healthy landscape that supports wildlife.
Presently Game Trail’s main problem weeds are Cheatgrass, also known as
Downy Brome, and Dalmatian Toadflax, also called Wild Snapdragon. These
aggressive, non-native invaders can push out indigenous vegetation upon which
wildlife depend. They also can increase wildfire risks when they dry out.
As you tend to your property and travel about Game Trail,
be sure to address these
weeds when you see them.
Pull them by the root and dispose of them before they can
spread. Herbicides can also
be used if spread is pervasive.
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The Colorado State University Extension has details on
the threats these noxious
weeds pose as well as treatment information for both
Cheatgrass and Toadflax.
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Kari Allen, Forestry Committee

Want to Lend a Helping Hand? Forestry Committee Seeks New Members
The Forestry Committee has a lot
going on and is hopeful to add some
new, active members. No “forestry”
expertise is needed! Most activities
are related to Game Trail’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)
and the Firewise USA® program embedded in the CWPP.
Below is a list of specific projects
where help is needed. If you want to
join in on the fun, or have questions
before you can decide, please contact
forestry@gametrailassn.org.

Wildfire Preparedness or
Forest Health Education
Coordinators: Ideally, this would

be two positions. These people would
help bring at least one wildfire preparedness and one forest health educational program to Game Trail residents
annually. These people would not
have to be the actual presenters, but
find topics and experts to present.

Wildfire Preparedness or
Forest Health Activities
Coordinators: Again, ideally, this
would be two positions. These folks
would help organize at least one fire
mitigation and one forest health activity for Game Trail residents annually.
These people don’t have to be the
sole “doers,” but are the organizers.

Firewise USA®

Coordinator:
This individual would collaborate with
our county liaison, Chief Bertram of
the Chaffee County Fire Protection
District, to finalize our application to
be a Firewise USA® community and

then track the requirements to maintain our status yearly. This boils down
to gathering volunteer hours on mitigation activities and submitting them
on the Firewise USA® website. This
role could be done remotely.

would also annually review Game
Trail documents like the Living in
Game Trail pamphlet and the Policies
Quick-List to ensure that forestryrelated content is current. This role
could be done remotely.

Chaffee Chips Coordinator:

Subject Experts: If you are

This person would work with Game
Trail’s Envision Chaffee County contact, Kim Marquis, to organize this
August’s Chaffee Chips event.

Chaffee Treats Coordinator:

This individual would work with Ben
Brack, the Chaffee Treats Coordinator, to communicate with Game Trail
owners who are selected for the grantfunded fire mitigation work.

knowledgeable on a forest health or
wildfire preparedness subject and
would be willing to share your expertise, even on an ad-hoc basis, we
would love your help!

Worker-Bees: Volunteers would

help with committee-organized wildfire
mitigation projects like thinning trees,
picking up slash, planting seedlings,
and land reclamation.

Grant Coordinator: This volun-

teer would work with a committee subgroup to identify and apply for fire mitigation and forest health grants. This
role could be done remotely.

Emergency Evacuation Plan
Coordinator: We already have a

strong start to an evacuation plan
(thanks to Game Trail resident Gary
Craig). This individual would work
with a committee sub-group and local
authorities to finalize the plan. This
role could be done remotely.

Webpage and Forestry Documents Content Editor: This

person would review the Forestry
Committee webpage monthly to ensure that it remains up-to-date. This
person would work with the Communications Committee webmaster who
would make the updates. This person

Be Informed if There is an Emergency

Register for Chaffee County’s Reverse 911
Emergency notifications are critical
should there be a wildfire or other urgent
situation in the county. To ensure that you
are contacted, sign up for Chaffee County’s
“reverse 911” system.
The county uses a third party called
Everbridge to contact individuals regarding
fires, evacuations, floods, etc.. You may
decide if you would like to receive a call or text on your mobile phone, an
email, a call to your home, or any combination thereof.
For more information, and to sign up for this service, go to Chaffee
County Sheriff’s Everbridge.

Kari Allen, Forestry Committee

Forestry Committee
Packs Webpage with
Helpful Resources
If you have found the information in this newsletter helpful,
just wait until you check out the
details and resources on the Forestry Committee’s page of the
Game Trail website!
The committee strives to update the page with its most current
information on programs like
Chaffee Chips, Chaffee Treats,
Game Trail’s Community Wildfire
Protection Plan, and committee
projects.
Also included are references to
Game Trail rules on outdoor burning and the use of the slash pit.
There is even information on how
to get a green reflective address
sign so first responders can better
identify your home.
There are quick links to resources for improving forest health.
Topics on common insects and
dwarf mistletoe management are
included.
Finally, there are links to wildfire preparedness resources including how to create defensible space
around your home, emergency
evacuation planning, fire-resistant
building materials, and the Firewise
USA® program.
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Mark Winter, Game Trail Resident

Rock Berms - An Ancient Solution to Water Retention & Erosion Prevention
During the summer of 2018, we had a brief torrential
thunderstorm that cut foot-deep troughs along the foundation of our recently built home. My fear was that many
more storms would threaten the integrity of our foundation.
Furthermore, rushing water erodes embankments and can
expose roots of trees and kill them.
Most of Game Trail properties are on an alluvial fan, a
broad fan-shaped apron that collects weathered granite
rockfall from surrounding mountains. Granite contains a
high percentage of the mineral feldspar that chemically
weathers into clay. Under a microscope, this clay looks
like a house of
cards. The space
between the cards
can be saturated
with water during
rain
or
snow.
When this clay
dries, the cards
collapse on themselves into a tight
chemical
bond.
The cycling between wet and dry
is why our ground
can be as hard as concrete when dry, and then softens
after a rain or snowmelt. Erosion occurs when the rock
becomes saturated and washes downhill. Slowing down
and dispersing the flow of water prevents it from concentrating along one down-cutting channel.
The Arkansas River Valley is largely a high-altitude
desert, making the retention of rainwater and meltwater
critical to the health of our forests. Geological engineering provides tools for managing water. Former coworkers
introduced me to Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands and
Beyond by Brad Lancaster. Lancaster’s original question
was how could the Southwestern Desert First Peoples
grow corn. Corn is
the most water hungry of crops, second
Game Trail
only to rice. ArcheoAssociation
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and pack against the uphill side of the rocks. My wife, Carla, and I hauled most of the smaller boulders from the
Game Trail slash pit. For the heavy work, we hired a local
landscaping contractor. Along the edge of the driveway
cut, we placed berms to slow water flowing from the uphill
area so it doesn’t erode the driveway. Over a number of
months, we brought bags of topsoil and mulch and filled
the uphill side of the berms, and planted native seeds. We
now have a couple dozen areas that collect rainwater runoff and allow more time for it to soak into the ground for the
seeds and surrounding trees.
During the winter, the berms act as small snow fences
that capture drifting snow. The snow will slowly melt and
provide water for surrounding vegetation. All these features blend into the natural landscape and act to nurture
native plants. We have begun to replace what once
seemed like pavement with a lusher landscape that provides forage and cover as well as natural beauty.
To do this work yourself, place berms in areas that will
collect water or slow its flow. Look for small gullies and
rivulets winding their way through open areas, or large
drainage areas converging on road cuts. Berms on the
steeper section
of a slope will
slow the flow of
water and reduce its power
to erode or
down cut the
ground. Berms
on the downhill
side of depressions will enable the water to
stay a little
longer than it
might
otherwise. Berms next to or just downhill of trees and plants will
allow for the seepage of water. The most critical placements are in areas where small gullies are forming. Visualize a heavy rain and how it might flow over your lot. This
process is a fun way to explore your property.
As I cruise around Game Trail, I see many opportunities to employ berms for rainwater and meltwater harvesting. Proactive building of berms could potentially lower our
road maintenance costs. It’s an inexpensive way to conserve water. There are plenty of rocks to work with, and
the cost of topsoil and mulch can be spread out over
months. The hardware store has bins of native seeds.
One caveat: It can take as long as three years for native
seeds to germinate.
For me, it is intriguing that I am carrying out a tradition
that dates back to antiquity. It is a productive way to connect with my property, and certainly provides physical exercise. By creating a greener landscape, we will be at less
risk from grassfire.
Photos by Mark Winter:
Bermed areas of the Winters’s home.

