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I have just finished my first year as
Game Trail Association President and
second year of board membership.
With the Board’s concurrence, I am
honored to continue to serve as President for this coming 2020/2021 year.
My own personal commitment to help
preserve Game Trail as a precious
natural space in the Upper Arkansas
Valley matches the commitment of
many other board and committee volunteers who continue to serve as well.
When I taught university students,
one of the things I always emphasized
to them was that happiness in life
comes from relationships with others,
and NOT from financial gain, climbing
corporate ladders, and accumulating
lots of possessions. I find this to continue to be true in retirement as I get to
know the many wonderful people who
live in Game Trail. I truly value the
many relationships I have been able to
establish in Game Trail with past presidents, board members, committee
members, and association members in
general. There is a culture in Game
Trail of caring for the environment,
caring for your neighbor, and service
to the community. I love being in this
community!
The Annual Meeting with the informal “meet and greet” format on Saturday, September 12 went well. I estimate that around 60 people stopped
by some time during the 10AM to 1PM
time frame. There was a lot of lively
discussion about many different topics
including questions that were submitted to the Board in advance of the
meeting. Those questions, and their
answers, are on pages 5 and 6 of this
newsletter.

The association is making great
progress on our two major projects
that kicked off
this past year.
The transition
of the water
system
management
to
new
Water
Committee
leaders
and
outside
contractors is going well. Walt
Denny Witte,
Lafford,
who
GTA Board President
ran the water
system for the
past 17 years, has worked closely with
Sandy Long and Sylvia Arnold, current
co-chairs, to move knowledge, expertise, and tasks over to the Water Committee and the outside contractors.
This past year has been year one
of the 5-year plan to improve roads
and drainage. Dave Nelson has recently taken over leadership of the
Road Improvement project, with assistance from Joe Redetzke. Much progress has been made, and much more
work is yet to be done. Additional information on this is forthcoming.
At our Annual Meeting the following people were elected to the Board:
Olivia Powell – 3 years
Cam Torrens – 2 years
Cindy Waskom – 1 year
After the Annual Meeting the following board officers were elected for
2020/2021:
President – Denny Witte
Vice-President – Olivia Powell
Secretary – Cindy Waskom
Treasurer – Clare Tarcha
Asst. Treasurer – Cam Torrens
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Forestry Committee

Game Trail Applies for Participation
in Chaffee Chips Program
The Forestry Committee has requested that Game
Trail be a participating neighborhood in the 2021
Chaffee Chips program. Chaffee Chips is a fairly new,
county-wide fire mitigation program that helps landowners create defensible space around their homes by coordinating neighborhood slash removal and chipping services.
Property owners are asked to clear brush and trees
and pile slash along the roadside in the weeks leading
up to a slash-haul-away event. Then homeowners work
with service partners during the event to load or chip
slash that is disposed of at
the Chaffee County Landfill.
If desired, Chaffee Chips includes property assessments
by the Colorado State Forest
Service (CSFS) to help
homeowners make a fire mitigation plan.

The Forestry Committee hopes to hear sometime
between late fall and early spring whether Game Trail is
a selected 2021 neighborhood. If chosen, Game Trail
owners will receive more information in the spring.
Chaffee Chips is supported by Chaffee Common
Ground grant funding. Additional funding for trailers was
provided by a CSFS Forest Restoration and Wildfire
Risk Reduction grant.
For more information check out https://
envisionchaffeecounty.org/chaffee-chips.

The Chaffee Chips service is available to specified
neighborhoods each year.
Locations are chosen by the
Envision Forest Health Council to advance private property mitigation work needed to
implement successfully the
Chaffee County Community
Wildfire Protection Plan.

Fred Balmos, Forestry Committee Chair

My Experience with Chaffee Chips
As a crew member of the Chaffee
County Fire Protection District
(CCFPD), I was able to be a part of
Chaffee Chips’ Mesa Antero project in
mid-September. Mesa Antero does
Left: Slash is piled by the roadside for pick-up.
Below: A trailer from CCFPD is used to load and
haul away slash. Photos by Fred Balmos

not have a slash pit, so this program
is vital to its forest health efforts. As
these photos indicate, it was a big
success.
As mentioned above, Game Trail
is preparing to participate next year.
There are some requirements that
homeowners must meet as to how
the slash is stacked for pick up, and a
specific time frame is determined.
CCFPD works with homeowners to
place the slash into trailers. Once
loaded, the slash is taken to the landfill to be chipped into mulch, which is
then available to the public.
Chaffee Chips will benefit Game
Trail in many ways. If we are selected
for 2021, we will send more information to Game Trail owners through
email and upcoming newsletters.
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Architectural Control & Commons Committees

Rules Clarified for Use of Trash Center & Slash Pit as Well as Culverts
Game Trail has site expectations
for all homeowners and contractors
who build new homes, home additions, and who do interior and exterior remodeling. The Architectural
Control Committee and Commons
Committee work closely together to
make sure homeowners and contractors adhere to all of the rules. At this
time, we want to explain the following
items. If you need any clarification
on these items, please contact an
ACC team member.

Disposal of Building Materials & Use of Trash/Recycling
1. Contractors are not allowed to use
Game Trail’s trash and recycling
areas. This includes even small
projects, i.e. carpeting, plumbing,
roofing, landscaping, etc., and
there are no exceptions.

2. Contractors who violate the disposal of building materials rules will be
assessed a $500 fine.

Site Development & Use of
Borrow/Slash Pit

Note: The trash and slash pit areas
are under video surveillance.

1. General and sub-contractors are
not to use Game Trail’s borrow/
slash pit for any new or remodel
projects.

Driveway Culverts &
Site Drainage

2. Forestry slash and trees cleared
for new home sites should be taken to the county dump.
3. Soils and rocks cleared for new
home sites should be used in the
final grading of the site or removed
from the Game Trail subdivision.
Excess materials may not be left
on the site after construction is
complete.
4. There is only one exception to
these site development rules. Up
to two dump truck loads of screenable soil materials may be dumped
in the borrow/slash pit for future
Game Trail needs. No large rocks
and boulders are allowed.
5. Contractors who violate the use of
the borrow/slash pit rules will be
assessed a $500 fine.

2020 Game Trail
Member Directory
Now Available
Both printed and PDF format
versions of the 2020 directory
are now available. If you would
like a directory, you may request one by contacting communications@gametrailassn.org

Reminder:
Newsletters Only
Electronically
Accessible
To save administrative and
mailing expenses, newsletters
will no longer be mailed and will
only be available via an email
notice and on the website. If
you are not already on the email
distribution list, to stay informed,
please provide your email address to communications@gametrailassn.org.

Sylvia Arnold & Sandy Long,
Water Committee Co-Chairs

Water Committee
Volunteers Needed;
Outside Watering
Reminder
The Water Committee is looking
for new volunteers, especially folks
who know IT and/or computer programming. For this role, volunteers
can work remotely. The Game Trail
water system is fairly complex, but
the Water Committee is dedicated to
providing high quality water and
keeping costs affordable.
Email water@gametrialassn.org
for more information.
Reminder: Outside water use is
only permitted between April 1 and
October 31. Each lot is only allowed
2,939 gallons per-year for outside
use. Thanks for being responsible
water users!

1. Home site and driveway development must take drainage into account.
2. The Commons Committee must
review and approve driveway connections to the Game Trail road
system.
3. If deemed necessary, the homeowner’s contractor must install a
culvert in the approved driveway
location. It must be installed by the
time the homeowner moves into
the property.
4. The culvert must be at least 24’
long and 18” in diameter.
5. The culvert must be installed so
that it ties into the existing road
drainage in a manner that facilitates road drainage flow.

Game Trail
Committee
Chairs
Architectural Control
Larry Gleeson &
John Hulkonen
Commons
Mike Arnold
Communications
Linda Craig
Finance & Audit
Dick Sorce
Forestry
Fred Balmos
Nominating
Jerri Caskey
Water
Sylvia Arnold & Sandy Long
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Board of Directors

Jerri Caskey Named Volunteer-of-the-YearCommons
for All-Around
Helpfulness
Committee
Congratulations to Jerri Caskey for being named the 2020 Ken
Siefken Volunteer-of-the-Year.

Lines Upresidents
Busy,ofProductive
Game Trail. You
might have
seen some of her work
Maintenance
Season

at the annual meeting where 7080 masks were distributed.

Our homeowner association's
Volunteer-of-the-Year Award is
presented by the Game Trail
Board of Directors to the individual
who exemplifies the Game Trail
spirit of unselfish leadership and
volunteerism.
Jerri and her husband, Don,
bought their house in Game Trail
as a vacation home in 2011. Fast
forward two years, add on a major
addition to the house, make the
move from Delaware to Colorado-suddenly Game Trail had two new
full-time residents ready to make a
difference.

Jerri served on the Home Tour
Committee for two years and their
home was part of the tour in 2015.
She served as the Chairperson for
the annual picnic and set-up of
five annual meetings from 20152019 (and played an important
role in setting up this year's unique
version of the annual meeting).
She didn't slow down in 2020-quite the opposite. A member of
the Communications Committee
for the last seven years, she was

Timely Rules Reminders
for Fall

Jerri Caskey received her honor at the
September 12 Board “meet and greet.”

instrumental this year in proofreading, photography, and answering emails. Jerri is the Chairperson of the Nominations Committee and guided that group
through one of Game Trail's busiest years on record.
Her volunteer work extends
beyond Game Trail. Since March,
she has sewn over 390 protective
masks, providing them to medical
facilities in Buena Vista, the Department of Public Health, and

A time-management expert,
Jerri's interests extend well beyond Game Trail. She and Don
have traveled to all 50 states on
trips that allow her to practice
some of her favorite pastimes-photography and scrapbooking.
The former high school algebra
teacher and craft show artist has
been married to Don for 48 years.
The Caskeys frequently host visits
from their daughter, son-in-law,
and three grandchildren where
crafting and cooking are the orders of the day.
Thank you, Jerri, for your dedication to our neighborhood. Game
Trail is a special place that draws
its character from the residents
who volunteer their time and talent
toward improving our community.
Any Game Trail resident can
nominate a Game Trail resident
for the GTA Volunteer-of-the-Year
Award. Contact a member of the
Board of Directors at the emails
listed at https://gametrailassn.org/
board-of-directors/

Be Educated! Be a Good Neighbor!

Owners are Responsible for Knowing & Following Rules

• Snow fence use is limited

Website links to some of GTA’s governing documents are below. If you
have a rules question or concern, please contact the Game Trail Board President at president@gametrailassn.org.

• Slash Pit closes October 31.

• Be a Good Neighbor-Policies Quick List https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp
-content/uploads/2019/07/Good-Neighbor-Policies-Quick-List-July-2019.pdf

from October 1 to May 1.

• Political signs may be displayed
45 days before and 7 days after
the election. For more details
see https://gametrailassn.org/
dev/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/5-27-19-GPAllowable_Use_and_Restrictions_for_
Signs_RR-19-02.pdf

• Living in Game Trail Pamphlet https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Living-in-Game-Trail-Pamphlet-July-2019-1.pdf
• Renters / Visitors Guide https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/Renters-Visitors-Guide-08-31-2018.pdf
• Consolidated Architectural Polices https://gametrailassn.org/gtacommittees/
• Covenants, Rules & Regs https://gametrailassn.org/governing-documents/
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Board of Directors

Board Answers Myriad Questions Submitted by Game Trail Owners
This year, Game Trail Association’s Annual Business
Meeting was an informal “meet and greet” on September
12. The Board and committee chairs were available to
discuss neighborhood topics and answer questions. The
meeting format was necessary because of restrictions on
large gatherings due to COVID-19 social distancing requirements. The Board invited owners to submit questions in advance of the event. Below are the questions
received and their answers.

1. We have heard there are numerous homes that
have not paid HOA dues. Is this true, and what is
the Board doing to address this issue?
a. Our receivables as of 8/31/20 were at $14K, while
at the same time last year they were $9.5K. Given that we had a special assessment of $250 per
lot due June 1, the amount outstanding is not unusual.
b. We do follow up on receivables. Any assessment
more than 60 days past due is subject to a $45
fine. Receivables more than 60 days old are subject to 1% per month interest. Monthly statements are sent to past due accounts. Demand
letters are sent to seriously past due accounts.
Liens are placed on properties on very past due
accounts. Small Claims court is used on the most
egregious past due accounts.
2. What can we do about people continuing to put
plastic bags in the recycle dumpsters?
a. First, the situation has improved considerably.
Thanks to everyone who is being diligent about
what goes into the recycle dumpsters. The four
dumpsters are FULL each week by the Thursday
pickup, so folks are really using this! Please
break down boxes! This will give us more room
to recycle.
b. If you are able and willing, pull the plastic bags
out.
c.

The best enforcement has been Mike Arnold and
Denny Witte digging through plastic bags in the
recycle, finding personally identifiable materials,
and notifying folks of their violation. Four Game
Trail homeowners have been notified in this way.

3. Could we have a trash/recycle area that is secured
and use an access code?
This is a major estimated $60K capital project that we
have on the capital plan for 2022. We have looked at
a number of options for securing the area. They all
involve electrical service, concrete pads, access control, gates, and fencing. We need to be very careful
with cost/benefit analysis to make sure the improvement can be justified.

4. Can we get updates on the road improvement efforts, including what has been done, what is currently in progress, and what is coming next?
Both the road improvement efforts and road maintenance work are going well. We are on budget and on
track. We are in year one of a plan that may take five
years (or more). We are following the plan that was
established by the Road Task Force (RTF). Per the
RTF report we have been working on the roads with
the biggest challenges and those with the highest
use. We are cleaning out drainages and also performing culvert work. Specific updates on all the
roads are difficult because the work plan is very fluid.
Priorities change based on unexpected changes.
5. What’s happening on CR365? (road along south
side of Game Trail)
Chaffee County only provides regular maintenance for
CR365 from CR361 to just past Princeton Hills. In
2008 Chaffee County committed to limited maintenance on CR365 for the approximate one-mile section
from Princeton Hills, past Creek Run, to the National
Forest boundary. There is a significant washout in
the one-mile section that 2WD vehicles have difficulty
navigating. As a result, vehicles come through Game
Trail to avoid this difficult section. Game Trail is trying
to coordinate with the County and National Forest
authorities to develop a maintenance plan for all of
365 to the National Forest boundary. At this point
there is no commitment for this work.
6. How do we report dark sky violations?
Any violation of covenant or policy should be reported
to president@gametrailassn.org and vicepresident@gametrailassn.org. We will follow up.

7. This is the noisiest summer in Game Trail that I
can remember. Also, almost all summer long, we
had an immediate fire threat, given drought conditions. Can Game Trail organize a neighborhood
patrol to act as a watch for security, noise compliance, habitual speeding locations, inappropriate
ATV use, and campfires along CR 365? It might
be needed or useful only during certain periods
like certain fire ban stages, major holidays, etc.
a. Game Trail is growing with more homes being
built all the time. Any clear violation of Game
Trail covenants or policies should be reported to
president@gametrailassn.org and vicepresident@gametrailassn.org
b. Any campfires along CR365 when a fire ban is in
effect should be reported to the Chaffee County
Sheriff.
~ Q&A Continues on Page 6 ~
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~ Continued from Page 5 ~

Game Trail Owners’ Questions Answered
8. Given that water metering and the monthly 7500gallon limit are relatively new facts of life in Game
Trail, is there a way for residents to know their
monthly consumption? That is, before they get a
nasty note from the committee.
We apologize if any of those notes were “nasty.”
We are currently reading almost 280 meters per
month. Since we want to protect private information, it
would be a daunting task for volunteers to send 280
individual emails per month. We analyzed the 20
over-7500-gallon violations from April through August
of this year. Only 7 of them had used over 6,000 gallons in a month all year. In other words, if we send a
friendly note to folks who have exceeded 6,000 gallons in a month, we still would have had 13 times
where a homeowner exceeded 7500 gallons without a
previous “warning.” We know a few of these were
leaks, etc.. The Water Committee can investigate
notifying homeowners who have exceeded 6000 gallons in a month. There was an average of 9 homeowners per month who exceeded 6000 gallons, but
not 7500 gallons.

9. This might be a hairbrained idea, but can Game
Trail create and publish immediate fire threat procedures that are coordinated with the town of
Buena Vista and the county?
The Forestry Committee developed a Game Trail
Wildfire Protection Plan in 2008. It is located on the
website at https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/
GTA_Community_Wildfire_Protection_Plan.pdf.

It could use some review and updating. If there are
any volunteers willing to work on this, please email
me at president@gametrailassn.org.

In the past, the Water Committee has sent out information to homeowners on their usage by month for
the entire year. This has only been done for full time
owners.

Ark Valley Helping Hands Supports
Chaffee County Seniors; Also Seeks Interested Volunteers
Ark Valley Helping Hands is a
non-profit, neighbor-to-neighbor, volunteer-based organization, that supports elders in Chaffee County.
With the goal of keeping seniors
safely in their homes as an integral
part of the community, the program
provides home services, transportation to appointments and shopping,
and connections with neighbors.
Volunteers work directly with
elder members to give them that extra hand that enhances their lives
and opens up new possibilities for
thriving, rather than just surviving.
Volunteers donate as much time as
is comfortable for them, with no minimum required, and choose which
requests they would like to fulfill.
Typical services provided include
transportation to grocery stores,
medical appointments, places of
worship, errands, and social and educational events; household handiwork; yard work; snow removal; or-

ganization; help with bills; technology
help; light house cleaning; care calls;
friendly visits; educational talks; socials; caregiver respite; and two Senior Saturdays per year for seasonal
chores.
Due to the current pandemic,
services have had to be curtailed to
delivering groceries and medications, and to those that can be done
remotely, like phone calls, and outdoors, like yard work. Organizers
are looking forward to when the full
range of services can again be offered.

If you are interested in learning
more about AVHH as either a member or volunteer, visit https://
arkvalley.helpfulvillage.com.

photo by Jerri Caskey
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