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FORESTRY COMMITTEE 
CHAFFEE TREATS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

October 2020 
 

 
1. Q:  What is the cost to me to have forest 

mitigation work done on my lot through this 
program? 
A:  Ben Brack, Chaffee Treats Program 
Coordinator, said the goal is to have all or part of 
the work grant-funded.  Depending on the 
particular grant, he said if there is any owner 
expense, it likely would be no more than 25% of 
the full cost.  The full cost would depend on the 
scope of the work, to which the property owner 
has final say. 
 

2. Q:  Am I expected to do any of the labor?  If I 
want to do some of the labor, may I? 
A:  Contractors will be hired through the grants so 
you are not expected to do the labor.  However, 
there could be opportunities to be involved with 
the work on your lot if you are interested. 

 
3. Q:  May owners of empty lots and part-time 

owners participate in the Chaffee Treats 
program? 
A:  Yes!  Owners who want to participate but are 
out-of-town and not able to complete the 
Landowner Assessment Field Notes form by 
November 30 should contact 
kariallenbv@gmail.com for options.  Owners will 
have final say on what work is done on their lot.    
 

4. Q:  If I fill-out and turn in the “Landowner 
Assessment Field” form but later decide not 
to participate, can I drop out of the program? 
A:  Yes 

 
5. Q:  Who decides which lots will receive 

treatment? 
A:  Ben Brack, Chaffee Treats Program 
Coordinator, and others from the Envision 
Chaffee County Forest Health Council will 
determine which lots will be identified for Chaffee 
Treats mitigation work.  

6. Q:  Who decides what is actually done on my 
property?  In other words, who has control 
over the amount of mitigation work done? 
A:  If your lot is selected for mitigation work, you 
will meet with a Forestry Committee member; 
either a local state forester or a member of the 
Chaffee County Fire Protection District; and labor 
contractors doing the actual work.  At that time, a 
mitigation plan will be developed with the property 
owner having the final say about the work to be 
done as long as it’s within Game Trail’s HOA 
rules. 

 
7. Q:  What kind of mitigation work is possible? 

A:  The goal is to improve forest health and 
protect homes.  The following could be 
considered, depending on the state of the lot.  
Laddering materials, slash, and down and/or 
standing dead trees should be the first focus.  
Next might be heavily diseased trees.  Finally, 
chokingly-thick stands may be taken into account 
if thinning would be beneficial.  Clear-cutting and 
over-cutting are not to be considered. 
 

8. Q:  Who do I contact for more information 
and/or to turn in my Landowner Assessment 
Field Notes? 
A:  Kari Allen, Forestry Committee member, 
kariallenbv@gmail.com, 720-849-6021 
 

9. Q:  When is the Landowner Assessment Field 
Notes form due, and is there anyone available 
who can help me fill it out? 
A:  The form is due no later than November 30 
– sooner is better!  A Forestry Committee 
member can be requested to help.  Email 
kariallenbv@gmail.com to make a request.  
Someone from Chaffee Treats may also be able 
to help; call 719-580-3506. 
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10. Q:  What will be done with logs and slash 
being removed from lots?  Will the logs be 
available for firewood? 
A:  Homeowners will have the final say in how 
materials will be removed from their lot.  There 
are several possibilities.  Depending on the scale 
of the work to be done, and who’s doing it, slash 
may be hauled away, or it may be chipped.  Also, 
depending on the terms of the bid for a particular 
lot’s work, the homeowner may keep the logs for 
firewood, may donate the logs to neighbors, or 
the contractor may keep the logs.  This is still a 
developing topic with more details to come later.  
 

11. Q:  What is the difference between the Chaffee 
Chips program and the Chaffee Treats 
program? 
A:  Both are initiatives through Envision Chaffee 
County.  Chaffee Treats focuses on large-scale 
forest treatment to decrease wildfire risk for the 
entire community while improving forest health.  
Chaffee Chips supports smaller-scale work, like 
slash collection, pick-up, and chipping as a 
neighborhood event.  We hope to hear later this 
year if Game Trail will be in the 2021 Chaffee 
Chips schedule.   
 

12. Q:  Are there other neighborhoods being 
considered for the Chaffee Treats program? 
A:  Yes.  For this grant cycle, Game Trail is being 
considered along with Trail West, Young Life and 
some large-acreage private landowners. 
 

13. Q:  If I participate in this program and have 
mitigation work done, will it lower my 
insurance rates? 
A:  Each insurer develops its own criteria for 
setting rates.  Some give a discount for 
establishing defensible space on your property. 
 

14. Q:  How can I learn more about what Game 
Trail is doing regarding healthy forests and 
wildfire protection? 
A:  Take a look at the info and resources on the 
Forestry Committee’s page of the Game Trail 
website https://gametrailassn.org/gta-
committees/.  You may also contact the Forestry 
Committee Chairperson 
forestry@gametrailassn.com.  
 
 

15. Q:  How can I learn more about what the 
county as a whole is doing to improve forest 
health and protect properties? 
A:  Read the Chaffee County Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan 
https://mk0envisionchafrnvlf.kinstacdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Chaffee-Next-Gen-
CWPP-Full-Report-copy.pdf and other efforts of 
Envision Chaffee County 
https://envisionchaffeecounty.org/  
 

16. Q:  Who is on the Game Trail Forestry 
Committee? 
A:  The Forestry Committee is comprised of 
volunteers, your neighbors:  Chairperson Fred 
Balmos, Larry Alice, Kari Allen, Dennis Billings, 
Frank Campbell, Roger Ezell, Jann Hopp, Paul 
Lang, Jack Litvay, Tim McCorkell, Val Philpott, 
Bill Silvestri, Dick Sorce, Sarah Sullivan, Chip 
Wait, Judy Wait, Fletch Wardwell.  
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