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Annette Dickinson, Board President 

Managing Our Water Usage—Did You Know? 
Game Trail is serviced by four 

wells located throughout the neighbor-
hood.  Residents pay for the installa-
tion of the water service line, but do not 
pay for water usage; however, the 
costs of maintaining our wells are in-
cluded in your annual Homeowners' 
Association fee.  Approximately 20% of 
the GTA annual budget applies to the 
ongoing maintenance of our water sys-
tem, which is maintained internally to 
the extent possible.  Thanks to the ef-
forts of our Water Committee mem-
bers, our reserve analysis shows that 
there is no need for a new well for at 
least the next 13 years.   

Our Water Committee members 
monitor water usage of each Game 
Trail lot monthly.  Readings are taken 
remotely via a transceiver as a commit-
tee member drives past each lot and 
then compiled into a database main-
tained by committee members.  When 
a reading is unusually high for the 
month compared to  past readings and/
or if usage is more than what is sus-
tainable per home in accordance with 
the limits of our water rights, you will 
be notified.  An unusually high reading 
could be a sign of a problem, such as a 
leaking toilet, broken pipe, etc.   

 It is imperative that GTA has an 
accurate phone number on file for each 
household so that any water-related 
matters can be handled quickly.  No 
one wants to come home from a long 
vacation and see water running out 
their front door and significant water 
damage to their home. We’re asking 
each homeowner to provide Jan John-
son, our Finance and Admin Assistant, 
with a current phone number.  Jan can 
be reached at 719-395-2742 or 
GTAAdmin@gametrailassn.org.  This 
is for your benefit! 

Outside water usage is only per-
mitted during the months of April – Oc-
tober and is limited to 2,939 gallons 

per lot during that period.  Any excess 
usage is subject to fines.  Game Trail 
residents only have one meter, and it 
combines both inside and outside us-
age.  While the outside usage cannot 
be measured specifically by a meter, it 
is measured using a calculation that is 
defined in our Well Permit.  Both 
monthly usage and outside usage cal-
culations are required to be reported to 
the state annually.   

Many of us came from places 
where water was provided by a local 
municipality and not from a well, and 
we never had to worry about our water 
supply.  However, in our dry climate, 
conservation is key.  Consider: 

• installing a low-flow shower head,  

• checking toilets for leaks,  

• turning off the water while you 
brush your teeth and shave 

• filling up the dishwasher before 
running, and 

• considering the purchase of more 
energy-efficient dishwashers and 
washing machines when old ones 
wear out.   

Next time you see a Water Com-
mittee member, thank them for their 
volunteer efforts.  Let’s do what we can 
to conserve our water.   

Annette Dickinson, GTA Board President 
Maligne Canyon, Jasper, Alberta, Canada 

mailto:janlmenj2014@gmail.com
mailto:GTAAdmin@gametrailassn.org
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Annette Dickinson, Board President 

Missed September’s Annual Meeting?  Here’s a Summary 
The annual meeting of  the 

Game Trail Association on Satur-
day, September 8th had the largest 
attendance in recent years. Presi-
dent Joe Redetzke led the meeting.   

Board Secretary Judy Ezell 
introduced the Nominating Commit-
tee's two names proposed for the 
GTA Board of Directors:  Denny 
Witte and Robin Ziperman, and 
then opened the floor for any addi-
tional candidate nominations.  Be-
cause  no additional candidates 
were proposed, nominations were 
closed.   

Communications Committee 
member Maria Cesario distributed 
the ballots for those who had not 
already voted.  Once the ballots 
were tallied, President Joe Redetz-
ke indicated that a quorum had 
been met and both Robin Ziperman 
and Denny Witte were elected to 
the Board.    

Our guest speaker this year 
was Sheriff John Spezze.  He 
spoke about his office, which con-
sists of four divisions and 65 em-
ployees.  Most of his staff is from 
Buena Vista. Like all business own-
ers in Chaffee County, his focus is 
on wages and benefits and the 
need to retain his employees due 
to the cost of living locally.  Some 
of the changes he has implement-
ed are having all patrol cars 
marked and redirecting some ef-
forts towards Game Trail, which all 
of us here in Game Trail appreci-
ate.  He has four staff on night pa-
trol and three during the day, ex-
cluding those at the command sta-
tion.   

One of the matters Sheriff 
Spezze's department is dealing 
with now is an influx of people due 
to the availability of medical and 
recreational marijuana. He is see-
ing more property crime.  Our tran-
sient population is getting larger 
and there is an increase in home-
less problems in the county, partic-
ularly in the Brown’s Creek and 
Raspberry Gulch areas.   

His most recent decision in lift-
ing the fire restrictions came with 
great consternation. Sheriff Spezze 
works very closely with the U.S. 
Forest Service, which has strict 
criteria for imposing and lifting fire 
restrictions. Although this is the 
driest summer since 2012, once 
the criteria were met, Sheriff 
Spezze was obligated to lift the fire 
ban.  The Sheriff indicated that this 
was the hardest decision he’s ever 
made.  He concluded by offering 
his phone number of 719-207-3199  
for any resident to contact him per-
sonally, if a need arises.   

 

 

 

 

 

Larry King, Game Trail’s CPA, 
who prepares the financial state-
ment review every year, indicated 
that GTA has great controls in 
place.  As is done annually, he met 
with GTA’s Finance Committee and 
Administrative Assistant, Jan John-
son, and found no control-related 
issues.  GTA has a very healthy 
balance sheet. Due to substantial 
reserves and lack of debt, no spe-
cial assessments are anticipated.  

President Redetzke introduced 
each of the committee chairs, giv-
ing special thanks to them for all 
their hard work.  He especially 
commented on our roads that have 
been under pressure due to all the 
new construction.  The Board re-
ceived a quote from Miles Con-
struction for paving and chip-seal, 
and Joe presented the following 
numbers: 

• paving for 18 miles of roads:  
$275K/mile or approximately 
$5M, equivalent to $11K/lot 
special assessment. 

• chip-seal:  $70K/mile or ap-
proximately $1M, equivalent to 
$3,200/lot.   

The Board is only authorized to 
spend 5% of the budget annually, 
so paving or chip-sealing would 
require a majority vote per our cov-
enants.  See the newsletter article 
on the Durablend product that is 
used on our roads and provide your 
written feedback to the Board. 

A big thanks went out to those 
who opened up their new homes 
for the home tour:  Todd & Kari Al-
len, Vern & Cindy Bass and Jon & 
Kimberly Aardal. 

Joe also thanked the Short-
Term Rental Task Force for all its 
research and advice to the Board, 
which resulted in the Board adopt-
ing Regulation 18-01.   

The Management Task Force 
was created to research the poten-
tial of hiring a professional man-
agement company for the Game 
Trail Association.  As the number of 
houses continues to increase, it is 
becoming more and more difficult 
for the Board and volunteers to 
manage.  The Board looks forward 
to discussing ideas presented by 
this task force. 

During 2018, the Board took 
action to waive the annual Home-
owners' Association fees effective 
January 2019 for the following posi-
tions due to the extensive time 
commitment required of these posi-
tions:  President, Chairs of ACC, 
Water, Commons and Communica-
tions.   

The Board also adopted Regu-
lation 18-02 regarding the recrea-
tional discharge of firearms.   

The Ken Siefken Volunteer-of-
the-Year Award was presented to 
Laura Deer for all of her work on 
the Short-Term Rental Task Force.   

After the one-hour meeting, 
folks were served a wonderful ca-
tered lunch by Variations Catering 
led by Mary Lou Pentasuglio.  

 
“Due to substantial 

reserves and lack of debt, 

no special assessments 

are anticipated.” 
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 We all appreciate Game Trail 
roads’ transition from washboards 
and dust clouds to . . . well, not as 
washboard-y and dusty.  This hap-
pens because of the Commons Com-
mittee’s execution of the maintenance 
plans approved by the Board.   

 This year, the Board approved 
adding 1080 cubic yards of screened 
materials to roads, grading five miles 
of road, and applying Durablend. 

Responding to some owner’s 
questions, the Commons Committee 
and Board researched paving versus 
chip-sealing versus continuing to ap-
ply Durablend.  Paving and chip-
sealing are cost-prohibitive at this 
time (see annual meeting summary).   

With that said, owners who would 
like to share feedback regarding Du-
rablend and ideas for road mainte-
nance are encouraged to contact any 
Board member.  

Kari Allen, Communications Committee Chair 

Get-to-Know-Your-Neighbor Event Draws Big Crowd; Interest Groups Popular 

Durablend is a bio-plant polymer
-enhanced magnesium chloride 
blend that is an environmentally re-
sponsible answer for road stabiliza-
tion and dust control.    

 Traditionally, magnesium chlo-
ride was used to stabilize roads and 
reduce dust.  Durablend’s enhanced 
polymer achieves the same perfor-
mance as magnesium chloride, but 
because of its different chemical 
composition, it requires only half the 
chloride, making it a more environ-
mentally conscious choice.  Dura-
blend also reduces chloride leech-
ing, even after rainfalls, lowering the 
impact on the surrounding environ-
ment and vegetation. 

 

Advertised benefits of Durablend:  

Environmentally Friendly 
• Decreases carbon footprint 

• Reduces application rates 

• Costs the same as standard 
products 

• Lowers impact on vegetation 
and trees 

Resists Migration 
• Product bonds with aggregate, 

reducing dust 

• Soil stays on road, maintaining 
base 

• Polymers keep chloride in road 
Improved Road Quality 

• Fewer potholes 

• Less wash-boarding 

• Lowered impact on vehicles 

Source: http://envirotechservices.com/oil-gas-services/enhanced-products/durablend  

What is Durablend? 

Nancy Kirkland, Communications Committee Member 

Road Maintenance is an On-Going Focus; Opinions Sought on Durablend  

Kimberly & Jon Aardal - Mountainside Dr - Builder - V-3 Custom Homes 
Kimberly and Jon have found a great place to enjoy their athletic interests of 
hiking and snowboarding.  They came from Fort Collins and have a chocolate 
lab named Lucy.  Both work full-time in the software business.  

Three New Homes 

Featured in Annual 

Game Trail Home Tour 

 Throughout the newsletter are 
photos of the three homes on this 
year’s home tour.  Game Trail contin-
ues to grow with beautiful homes and 
wonderful neighbors.   

 If you are currently building, will 
be moved in by next summer, and 
would be willing to be on the home 
tour, please contact Jan Pierron, 
jan30765@icloud.com. 

 The Get-to-Know-Your-Neighbor social on the after-
noon before the Annual Meeting was well attended with 
over 70 neighbors sharing stories and appetizers.  The 
event was organized by the Communications Committee 
as a means for long-time residents, newcomers, and 
part-timers to meet and establish connections.   

 The committee provided sign-up sheets for 46 inter-
est groups, with ATVing, hiking, cooking, fishing, golfing, 
skiing, and walking as just some examples.  There were 
155 sign-ups!  If you would still like to join an interest 
group, please check out the options listed under An-
nouncements on the website and then contact commu-
nications@gametrailassn.org to get connected. 

http://envirotechservices.com/oil-gas-services/enhanced-products/durablend
mailto:jan30765@icloud.com
mailto:communications@gametrailassn.org
mailto:communications@gametrailassn.org


 

 

 Over the summer months, the 
GTA Board passed two new Rules 
and Regulations, created one new 
publication, and updated two others. 

New R&R 18-01: 
Short-Term Rentals  
 As information, owners received 
copies of R&R 18-01 Short-Term 
Rentals and its accompanying STR 
Application in their August Annual 
Business Meeting packets.  The 
Board adopted R&R 18-01 effective 
July 13, 2018.   

 The action came after the Board 
spent months reviewing research 
from the Short-Term Rental Task 
Force and survey input from owners.   

 R&R 18-01 clarifies and enforces 
the Chaffee County Land Use Code 
for short-term rentals. Short-term 
rentals will be required to apply for 
Game Trail HOA approval annually 
with a yearly fee being required in 
addition to the normal HOA fees. 

 To initiate compliance, the Board 
also mailed certified letters with the 
new rule, application, and county 
property information to each known 
renter.  Since then, several renters 
have begun to complete their applica-
tions.  If you rent your home and did 
not receive a certified letter and appli-
cation, please contact Jan Johnson, 
the GTA Admin Assistant at janlmen-
j2014@gmail.com .     

New R&R 18-02  
No Recreational Discharge           
of Firearms 

 Unfortunately, this summer a 
group of short-term renters were tar-
get shooting in the front yard of the 
home they were renting.  A nearby 
homeowner contacted the Sheriff’s 
department and also spoke to the 
renters who apologized and stopped 
shooting.  A sheriff’s deputy also re-
sponded and spoke to the group.   

 Partly due to this incident, in Au-
gust the Board passed R&R 18-02 
No Recreational Use of Firearms in 
Game Trail. The R&R is on the Gov-
erning Documents page of the GTA 
website: https://gametrailassn.org/
governing-documents  

New Flyer 
Be a Good Neighbor—Policies 
Quick List 

 Also in August, the Board ap-
proved a new flyer called “Be a Good 
Neighbor—Policies Quick List.”  As 
Game Trail continues to grow, and as 
rentals increase, this summary of 
policies is a quick way to become 
educated on Game Trail rules and 
will hopefully contribute to neighborli-
ness.   

 The content of the flyer is re-
printed on page 5 of this newsletter.  

 

Updated Publications: 
Renter’s Guide &  
Living in Game Trail Pamphlet 

 Both of these publications re-
ceived updates in order to align with 
the new Short-Term Rental and Fire-
arms rules.  They are good sources 
of GTA rules for owners and renters.   

 These publications are available 
on the website’s Governing Docu-
ments page / General Board Policies 

Renters Guide:  https://
gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/Renters-Visitors-
Guide-08-31-2018.pdf  

Living in Game Trail:  https://
gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/Living-in-Game-
Trail-Pamphlet-09-10-2018.pdf  

Board of Directors 

Summer Board Actions Establish New Rules and Update Publications 
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New Home Tour 
Vern and Cindy Bass 
Mountainside Drive 
Builder - La Paloma Properties 
 
Vern is a native Coloradan and Cindy 
comes from Chicago by way of  St 
Louis.  They researched several Colo-
rado mountain towns and many subdi-
visions in Buena Vista.  Game Trail 
became the right choice for them, and 
since Vern has climbed all the four-
teeners, he’ll feel right at home.  

2018 Community 
Member Directories 

Now Available 

If you would like a booklet 
mailed to you, contact GTA 
Admin Assistant, Jan Johnson 
at janlmenj2014@gmail.com  

If you would like a PDF 
emailed to you, or if you would 
like to add or edit your info, 
contact communica-
tions@gametrailassn.org 

Nominations Committee - contact janeyredetzke@yahoo.com  

Picnic Committee - contact jerri.caskey@centurylink.net 

Volunteers Needed! 

mailto:janlmenj2014@gmail.com
mailto:janlmenj2014@gmail.com
https://gametrailassn.org/governing-documents
https://gametrailassn.org/governing-documents
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Renters-Visitors-Guide-08-31-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Renters-Visitors-Guide-08-31-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Renters-Visitors-Guide-08-31-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Renters-Visitors-Guide-08-31-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Living-in-Game-Trail-Pamphlet-09-10-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Living-in-Game-Trail-Pamphlet-09-10-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Living-in-Game-Trail-Pamphlet-09-10-2018.pdf
https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Living-in-Game-Trail-Pamphlet-09-10-2018.pdf
mailto:Janlmenj2014@gmail.com
mailto:communications@gametrailassn.org
mailto:communications@gametrailassn.org
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NOTE:  Below is the content of a new flyer, Be a Good Neighbor–Policies Quick List, approved by the GTA Board in 

August 2018.  The actual flyer is available on the GTA website’s Governing Documents page / General Board Policies 

https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Good-Neighbor-Policies-Quick-List-Aug-2018.pdf  

Be a Good Neighbor—Policies Quick List 

It is your responsibility, at all 
times, to: 
KNOW and COMPLY with all:  
a. Applicable federal and state laws 

and county ordinances; and  
b. HOA covenants, rules, regula-

tions, policies, and guidelines.  
It is also your responsibility to keep 
up-to-date on all applicable modifica-
tions to a. and b.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
a. Provide and keep up-to-date your 

contact information (name, ad-
dress, email, phone # and emer-
gency contact (24x7)) to the HOA. 

b. Provide (if applicable) and keep 
up-to-date property manager con-
tact information (name, address, 
email, phone # and emergency 
contact (24x7)) to the HOA.  

 
QUIET HOURS:   
Abide by “Quiet Hours” from 10PM to 
8:00AM.  
a. Excessive noise at any hour of the 

day or night, especially if pro-
longed, will not be tolerated. 

b. Check-in/check-out/move-in/move
-out and all construction work 
must be outside of Quiet Hours.  

 
NO SHOOTING:   
No hunting and no recreational dis-
charge of firearms is permitted in 
Game Trail. 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE:   
At all times, all homes and lots must 
be clean, sightly, and wholesome in 
appearance.  
 
OUTSIDE PARKING:   
Two vehicle limit plus one trailer/ tow-
able or one motorhome (3 vehicles in 
total per lot) is permitted to be parked 
in the ACC approved driveway.  No 

off-driveway parking is allowed.  All 
vehicles must be currently licensed 
and drivable/towable.  Use of your 
garage and/or off-site storage for ad-
ditional vehicles is required.  Any ve-
hicle coverings must be beige, green 
or brown. 
 
SIGNAGE:  No business signage is 
permitted.  
 
FIRE SAFETY:   
Outdoor fires, pyrotechnics of any 
and all kinds, charcoal grills, 
chimeneas and open burning are not 
permitted at any time on any lot in 
GTA.  Propane grills and propane 
firepits are allowed. 
 
LIGHT TRESPASS:   
Outside house lights must not be 
used for continuous illumination of 
your lot/ home during the night.  All 
outside lamps must be of low wattage 
and shielded to illuminate downward.  
 
PETS:   
Pets must be under your direct con-
trol at all times.  Clean up after your 
pet.  Use the dog corrals off Great 
Peaks Drive to run dogs off-leash.  In 
Colorado, it is illegal for dogs to 
chase wildlife.   
 
WATER:   
Water in Game Trail is from aug-
mented wells that are closely con-
trolled by the Colorado Water District.  
GTA has limited outside water rights.  
 
ATV:   
All motorized vehicles used on Game 
Trail roads must be operated only by 
licensed drivers and must not exceed 
the posted speed limits.  This applies 
to ATVs and all other off-road motor-
ized vehicles.  With the exception of 

new construction, re-models, renova-
tion or fire-safety (e.g., removal of 
dead trees), all vehicles are restricted 
to roads and cannot be ridden on any 
common area or on any lot except 
the owner’s ACC approved driveway 
(and then only to enter/exit the lot).   
 
TRASH:  
All trash must be bagged and depos-
ited in the dumpsters located off 
Great Peaks Drive.  Use the Chaffee 
County dump for all non-permitted 
items (see dumpster area signage).  
NO CONTRUCTION TRASH IS 
PERMITTED in the GTA dumpsters.  
 
RECYCLING:   
GTA recycles separated items such 
as plastic, glass, newspaper, alumi-
num and cardboard.  The recycling 
guidelines are available on the web-
site under GTA committees/ Com-
mons committee/ Recycling guide-
lines. 
 
COMPLIANCE:   
Violations should first be reported to 
the Member in violation and then to 
GTA.  As appropriate, please call the 
proper authorities (e.g., police, fire, 
code enforcement) and not the HOA. 

Do you have landscape 
lights that stay on all night 

lining your driveway or side-
walk, or illuminating your 

yard or address sign? 

They: 
• violate GT’s exterior 

lighting rules; 
• are not allowed; 
• must be removed. 

  
Game Trail is a covenant-controlled community.  Whether you are a Game 
Trail Association (GTA) Member, a renter in GTA, or a visitor to Game Trail, 
GTA requires you to adhere to covenants, rules, regulations and policies 
posted at: www.gametrailassn.org.  Following is a “quick list” of require-
ments, all rooted in GTA covenants, rules, regulations and guidelines, and 
all of which make good neighbors. 

https://gametrailassn.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Good-Neighbor-Policies-Quick-List-Aug-2018.pdf
http://www.gametrailassn.org
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Commons Committee  
Lines Up Busy, Productive 
Maintenance Season 
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 The Ken Siefken Volunteer-of-the-Year Award is presented by the 
Game Trail Board of Directors to the individual who exemplifies the 
Game Trail spirit of unselfish leadership and volunteerism.  This year the 
Board is pleased to announce the award is presented to Laura Deer for 
her outstanding contributions to the Short Term Rental Committee.  

 Laura was instrumental in researching and developing strategies to 
advise the Board on the issues of short-term rentals.  As chair of the 
STR task force she spent  numerous hours studying local, county, and 
state regulations and developed documents which were presented to the 
Board for its consideration and deliberations.  

 As this year’s recipient, Laura and her husband, David Nelson, be-
came the first GT couple who have been awarded this honor.  Congratu-
lations Laura!  We thank you for your contributions.  

Board of Directors 

Laura Deer Selected as Volunteer-of-the-Year for STR Leadership 

Walt Lafford, Water Committee Chair 

Citric-Acid Water Conditioner Addresses Hard Water Concerns 

Over the years operating the 
Game Trail water system, I have re-
ceived questions concerning water 
softeners.  Due to that and to the fact 
that Game Trail water has some level 
of hardness, I decided to do some 
fact gathering. 

Using a water-hardness test kit, I 
checked the water at our 4 well 
heads.  The result was 4-6 grains of 
hardness per gallon.  Anything in the 
range of 3.5-7 grains is considered 
moderately hard water.  At the tap in 
Game Trail homes, the average hard-
ness is 4.5 grains per gallon. 

I am not a fan of salt-based water 
softeners, since they put some salt 
into your water. I put salt on my food, 
but I don't want to drink it, and house 
plants may not like it either. Another 
consideration is the impact on our 
environment.  Most of the salt is 
eventually flushed into your septic 
system and into the ground.  

A new technology for treating 
water uses a filter and some citric-
acid-like crystals that encapsulate the 
calcium and magnesium, thereby 
preventing them from adhering to any 
surface. This is not a true water sof-
tener, but a water conditioner. The 
minerals are still there, the process 

will not harm you or the environment, 
and the taste of the water is un-
changed.  

Armed with this information, I 
purchased a water conditioner manu-
factured for homes.  Because there 
are many prices from a few hundred 
dollars to thousands, depending in 
part on the amount of time between 
filter changes, I do not make any rec-
ommendation on what to buy.  How-
ever, my choice of the Aquios brand 
was based mostly on the cost and 
the 90-day money-back guarantee.   

 My Aquios system includes a five
-micron filter that is good for up to 
40,000 gallons or 6 months before 
the filter needs to be replaced.  The 
replacement filter costs $60.00 and is 
easy to change.  I installed the sys-
tem myself in about two hours. Other 
manufacturer systems may be more 
difficult to install.  Aquios also has 
available a one-micron VOC (volatile 
organic compound) filter that will re-
move most chlorine taste.   

Since installation in December 
2017, the Aquios filter has worked 
exactly as promised.  In July, I re-
moved all the screens from my fau-
cets, and they were completely clean, 
as was the shower head. Dishes no 

longer have spots and the toilet 
bowls are ringless. The water is not 
slippery, as is the case with salt-
based systems, but the Aquios does 
produce more soap suds.  

Every manufacturer of water fil-
ters and conditioners claims that over 
time almost all deposits will be re-
moved from fixtures and appliances, 
such as coffee makers and hot water 
heaters. Keep in mind that if your 
water measured 5 grains per gallon 
of hardness before the filter, the 
Aquios will still measure 5 grains af-
ter using the conditioner, unlike a salt
-based system, which should meas-
ure zero.  

If you would like to speak to me 
concerning my experience with this 
technology, please give me a call. 

Conserve Water When Possible; 
No Automatic Watering Systems 

The Board urges us all to con-
serve water whenever possible. To-
wards that end, never leave a hose 
running unattended.  Some home-
owners have shown very large water 
use because they forgot to turn off a 
hose or had a malfunction of an auto-
matic watering system.  Automatic 
systems are forbidden in Game Trail. 



 

 

Steve Vittum, Forestry Committee Chair 

Time to Health-Check Trees & Work on Fire Mitigation 

 As we head into the 
fall and winter months, it 
is a good time to take a 
close look at the general 
health and condition of 
your trees.  A few things 
happen this time of year 
that may have you won-
dering what is up.  For 
example, the Douglas Fir 
trees like to shed some 
needles at this time of year, result-
ing in numerous twigs turning 
brown and falling off with the winter 
winds.  A few Ponderosa Pine trees 
will have a branch or two turn 
brown and die as a part of their 
growth cycle.  Both of these events 
are natural and nothing to worry 
about. 

Although there is very little in-
sect activity at this time of year, it is 
always a good idea to inspect your 
trees for signs of pests, especially 
before the snow falls.  This will help 
you plan for any potential spraying 
you may need to do in the spring. 

 Our forester from 
CSU indicated that the 
best time to spray for 
the Pinyon Scale is in 
the first two weeks of 
April.  Since this is a 
serious problem in the 
Elk Meadow acreages, 
if you live in this area, it 
is recommended that 
you spray this spring.  

For more information see this linked 
brochure from the US Forest Ser-
vice https://www.fs.usda.gov/
Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/
stelprdb5187537.pdf.  

As always, be sure to stay on 
top of your fire mitigation efforts.  
Fall is a good time for cleaning the 
pine needles out of your gutters and 
roof valleys. 

Also be sure to let me know if 
you are interested in getting in-
volved with the Forestry Committee. 
Although the workload is generally 
low, we always appreciate interest-
ed new members.  
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Management Task Force 
Begins Its Research 

At times, the GTA Board has 
experienced difficulty finding a suffi-
cient number of volunteers for Game 
Trail needs.  For this reason, this 
summer the Board initiated an ex-
ploratory HOA Management Task 
Force to develop and obtain pro-
posals to replace and/or supplement 
the volunteer efforts of our neighbor-
hood association.   

 The task force  is looking at the 
feasibility of outside management for 
some responsibilities.   Thus far, six 
different real estate management 
companies with experience in home 
owner associations have expressed 
interest.  The task force anticipates 
sending out a request for proposals 
late this year or early next year.  At 
this time, there are no certainties 
regarding the effect on membership 
fees.  The task force and Board will 
update owners as more information 
becomes available.     

The task force members are: 
Judy Curran, Calvin Banning, John 
Hulkonen, and Carla Seyler. 

New Home Tour 
Todd and Kari Allen 
National Forest Drive 
Builder - V-3 Custom Homes 
 
This is the second home Todd and 
Kari have had built in Game Trail by 
Mike and Mary Kale of V-3 Custom 
Homes.  The Allens enjoyed the 
building process so much the first 
time, they wanted to do it again!  
Todd and Kari are full-timers enjoying 
the BV area and good friends. 

 We are pleased to tell you that 
our new, redesigned website is now 
available!  
Here are some highlights: 

• The address is the same, game-
trailassn.org.  Please bookmark it 
on your devices and check it often 
for updates. 

• On the Home page, in addition to a 
content menu at the top, there are 
four quick-link sections:  Governing 

Documents, Committees, An-
nouncements, and Board Minutes. 

• The Announcements section func-
tions like a blog, so we can add 
news, alerts, notices, etc. with ease 
and more often. 

• There is a Home button on each 
page, and a Search button/function. 

• There are many more photos 
throughout the website, all taken in 
and around Game Trail.  If you 

have digital photos you would like 
to contribute, please send them 
to photos@gametrailassn.org.  
Please include a description. 

• There is a new Contact Us feature.   

 We hope you enjoy the new web-
site and use it often.  If you find any 
links that are “broken” or otherwise 
have comments on the website, don’t 
hesitate to contact us at communica-
tions@gametrailassn.org. 

Kari Allen, Communications Committee Chair 

New Website Designed to be User-Friendly and More Visually Appealing 

 
“Spray for  

Pinyon Scale 

in the first two weeks 

of April.” 
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Chairs Snow Fence & Slash/Borrow Pit Reminders 

Slash/Borrow Pit: 
For GTA Owners Only;  
For Tree Limbs Only  
  
 It’s important that all owners an-
nually clean up overgrown and dead 
brush on their lots.  The slash pit, lo-
cated in the meadow to the south of 
Great Peaks Drive is a convenient 
place for owners to take their tree 
limbs, or “slash.”   
 The slash pit is open from April 1 
to October 31.  
 The slash pit, also called the bor-
row pit, is for Game Trail owners only, 
and for tree limbs and brush only.   
  

Snow Fences:  
No Orange Fencing; 
Disassemble by May 1 
  
 Snow fence materials must be 
wood slat or dark colored plastic such 
as black or dark green.  No orange or 
bright green snow fencing is allowed.     
 The use of snow fences is per-
mited from October 1st to May 1st.  All 
snow fences are required to be re-
moved during other months.  Posts 
used to secure the snow fence can 
remain year round. 

 Snow fences are typically 4 feet 
high and should not exceed 5 feet in 
height.  Only the minimum practical 
amount of fence should be used to 
maintain the drive area. 

http://www.gametrailassn.org
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