
Game Trail Association, Inc. 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Buena Vista Library 
June 24, 2009 1:00 PM 

 
 

Call to Order 
Ken called the meeting to order at 1:06 pm.  Attending were Bill Hicks, Dean Harper, 
Butch Hooper, Kathy Matre, and Ken Siefken.   Ken asked if anyone present wished to 
speak on any agenda or non-agenda items. 
 
A Member expressed concern over the recent attempts of the Association to control 
thistles along the roadsides in Game Trail through spraying them with the herbicide, 
Roundup.   She felt that we should let the thistles grow and not make any attempts to 
destroy them since thistle is a natural plant.  She presented reference materials which 
noted that Bull and Milk Thistle are herbal plants used for medicinal purposes.  When 
cooked she said they tasted like artichokes and are used to encourage liver cell renewal 
and repair.  She was particularly concerned with the use of Roundup because it was her 
belief that it destroys the earth.   There was a brief discussion concerning whether the 
thistles in Game Trail are actually native or a non-native noxious variety of thistle.   Ken 
thanked the Member for bringing her concern to the Board. 
 

Approval of May 27, 2009 BOD Meeting Minutes 
Bill Hicks moved to approve the minutes with Butch Hooper seconding.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Written Correspondence Received 

A letter was received from a member regarding a culvert issue.  Since the letter only 
arrived today and since this issue has been addressed by previous Boards, discussion on 
the item will be deferred until the issue and its history can be studied. 

 
Committee Chair Reports  

ACC 
Jeff DeCristopher reported there are three houses under construction and moving 
quickly toward completion.   The homeowner who had started driveway and 
foundation activities before losing his financing has made attempts to mitigate the 
site erosion by installing silt fencing, erosion ladders, and by re-seeding the areas 
away from the central construction site. 

 
Commons  

Wayne reported that last week after first learning of the Member’s concern over 
the use of Roundup to deal with thistles, he did some research on the toxicity of 
Roundup in the environment.  He reported that the use of a 125 ounce bottle of 
Roundup used within our entire 1800 acre development equated to about 1/10th 
teaspoon per acre.  Roundup is also non-toxic to animals and is used  in no-till 
farming to raise corn with no residual effects.   
 
It was noted by those present that the thistles are included on lists of noxious 
weeds and almost impossible to control once they get established.    Someone 
present mentioned the Forest Service had been previously consulted about the 
thistles in Game Trail, however, they did not know what was learned at that time.   



 
The Board concluded that since many residents are in favor of the thistle control 
and have asked the Association to attempt to destroy thistles in the easement area 
along the sides of the roads, we would continue with our current practice.  
However, we will again contact the Colorado Forest Service for more information 
and recommendations. Ken said he would draft a letter to the concerned Member.  
 
Wayne also reported that no schedule had been set for the painting of the stable. 
 

Communications  
Linda said the Communications committee will meet after July 4th to discuss the 
annual meeting.  Linda also discussed the survey conducted by the block captains 
regarding whether Members are interested in receiving newsletters via email.  Not 
all Members were contacted and there were only 21 responses. Linda reported on 
the varied responses received from those respondents.  There was a lengthy 
discussion about how best to migrate toward sending more information via e-mail 
with many suggestions being offered.  The general consensus of the Board was 
that we need to migrate people to e-mail over time and that we cannot get rid of 
the paper newsletter at this time.  Bill asked Linda to have the Communications 
Committee bring a proposal back to the Board on how best to begin the migration 
toward newsletters via e-mail for those residents who want to receive the 
communication in this manner. 
 

Finance  
Bill Waldorf reported Larry King will start the financial review soon. 
 

Forestry  
Fred Balmos was unable to attend the meeting but Ken reported that the Forestry 
Committee is putting together a grant request.   
 
Ken also reported that the Colorado Forest Service contacted Game Trail and 
asked us to participate in a “Field Trip” to show off our 20 acre wildfire 
management area to the County Commissioners and forest service personnel.  
Ken distributed a handout that was provided for the field trip.  Bill will put it on 
the web if possible. 

 
Nominating 

The orientation meeting for the new Board nominees will be July 21st. 
 

Social 
Arlene handed out a copy of the poster for the Ice Cream Social which will be 
held July 19th at Siefken’s house from 2-4 pm.  The poster will be posted to the 
web, the mail center bulletin board, and also sent out via e-mail. 
 
The picnic committee is well underway with the planning for the annual event.  
Food will be provided by Smokin' Jacks.  There was no new information on the 
home tour. 
 

Water 
No report 
 

 



Treasurer’s Report 
Bill Hicks reported we are still running a surplus for this year even with the Kelly Ranch 
Water Rights legal bills.  Chris will proceed with the filing of liens against Members who 
have not paid their annual fees.   
 

Old Business 
Kelly Ranch Water Augmentation Plan Update 

Ken reported that after Kelly Ranch broke off negotiations on an Operating 
Agreement we had our lawyer contact their lawyer to say we would be willing to 
reopen negotiations.  Subsequently, we received a new proposal which we have 
countered.  We are awaiting a reply.  While we have agreed in principle with the 
modification to the water decree, we feel it is still in the best interest of Game Trail to 
pursue an operating agreement with the Kelly’s to tie down an agreement which will 
lay out everyone’s responsibilities for the operation of the augmentation plan into the 
future.   It is also in the best interest of Game Trail to settle the issue as expeditiously 
as possible in order to minimize ongoing legal fees. 
 

Policy Manual Update 
The Finance Committee is continuing work on this document. 
 

Mass E-mail System 
Bill Hicks is continuing his research into a software system that will help solve the 
problems we have with sending out mass e-mail messages to our Members.  He has 
found a product which costs less than $100 which he feels may solve the problems.  
He is continuing his research into all options. 
 

Game Trail Signs 
Butch and Wayne did a review of all existing signs and potential new signs.  This 
study showed that 12 signs need to be replaced because of fading.  An additional 
3 new stop signs are needed at the three locations where Game Trail Roads 
intersect with County Roads where no signs currently exist (both ends of Elk 
Meadow and the west end of Creek Run).  They also recommended the addition 
of new yield signs at 2 busy and unmarked intersections (Creek Run and Eagles 
Ridge and the intersection of Main Range, Mountainside and Overlook).   

 
After a discussion of the cost to implement the recommendation, Kathy moved to 
authorize the expenditure of up to $1500 dollars of which approximately $450 
will come from sign maintenance budget to replace the 12 faded signs and install 
the 3 new stop and 2 new yield signs.  Bill Hick seconded, Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
New Business 

Colorado Public Utilities Commission 
The Board has been asked by a Member to take a formal position opposing the 
proposed state legislation to have the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) take on 
more oversight of member owned utilities such as Sangre De Cristo Electric.  
Butch did some research on this issue and provided additional information to the 
other Board members.  He also reported that the official time for comment has 
passed. 
 
After a discussion of the issues, the Board decided that it would not take a 
position on this issue which has pros and cons on both sides.  Information on the 



issue has been posted to our forum page by the Member who raised the issue and 
the Board believes that it is up to individual Members to decide if they want to 
take any personal action. 
 

Next Meeting  
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2009, 1:00 pm at BV Library Conference Room. 
 

Adjournment 
 

 Dean moved to adjourn.  Butch seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathy Matre, Secretary 
 

  
 


